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Enclosed herewith are ten copies of a letterhead 
concer ning information received on 9/17/63* from 
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The letterhead memorandum is classified "Secret" 
because it contains information which is extremely confidential 
in nature, the unauthorized disclosure of which could seriously 
Impair the investigation of subversive matters and thereby be 
injurious to the national security of the U.S. 
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Martin Luther King 
Security Matter - G 
Racial Matters 




V' V 0n September 17, 1963, a confidential 

■ ■}S' source, who has furnished reliable information in 

* f*hn tlfl of 1 vun 4 4 ^ 3 m -1 , i . . * 


U. v v ,£■ source # wno no 3 lurninhed reliable information in 
tho past, furnished information indicating that 
martin Luther King and Clarence Jones held a discussion 
regarding tho manner in which thoy could dramatize the 
bombing incident which occurred September 15. 1963 
in oirminghrun. 

As of July 3, 1963, Clarenco Jones was 
tho General Counsol for the Gandhi 
Soolety for Human Rights, 15 East Loth 
Street, How York City, 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the 
ru± mi d is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed pj^^de^oyr agency. 


Martin Luther King 



According to this first source, Jones suggested 
to King that King, A. Phillip Randolph (head of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters) and Roy Wilkins (Executive 
Secretary - National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People) issue a call to the six organizations 
(presumably civil rights organizations) and to the Negro 
population of the nation for a work stoppage or a period of 
silence at the time of the funeral for the Birmingham bombing 
victims. Jones stated that the funeral was to be held 
Wednesday September l8, 1963* at 3: 30 p.m. Jones also stated 
that this type of proposal would demonstrate King's leadership 
in civil rights in this country. King stated that he felt 
that this idea was an excellent one and that immediate action 
would have to be taken. -> 

The first source further advised that on the same 
date, Clarence Jones spoke to Bayard Rustin (Deputy 
Director of the March on Washington) advising him that Jones 
and King had discussed a tentative plan whereby King, Randolph, 
Wilkins and the other three Negro organizations would issue 
a joint appeal to the Negro citizenry and our friends in the 
white community, that there be a complete stoppage of activity, 
a national standstill of activity for five or ten minutes at 
the time of the funeral of the Birmingham bombing victims. 
Rustin agreed that something like this should be done but 
stated that there was not sufficient time to do it properly. 
Rustin further stated that it was his opinion that King could 
do a much better job after the funeral and suggested to Jones 
that they take more time to think this through more carefully. 
Jones agreed and nothing further was decided on this point. ^ * 
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Newton, Kansas 

Your letter of September 13th was received as 
Mr. Hoover was preparing to leave the city. He asked that I thank 
you for your Interest in writing and for your kind sentiments. 
Although he would like to be of assistance to you, Information In 
the flies of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential pursuant 
to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. He expressed the hope you will understand his 
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B.inmru n rP J School has been the subject of numeroi 
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Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 

Bufiles. The Highlander Folk 
ubject of numerous allegatioip tha^ it is a communist 


Toi*on i a 

B*lmont J, I l„ 

school and the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due 
RMWrngf (^jL^ , ' ( \ (Note continued next page) '. ! t ; ^ 
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primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been 
substantiated although the Bureau is cognizant of the numerous 
communist affiliations of personnel of this organization. The 
organization itself has not been investigated by the Bureau. In-absence 
believed appropriate in view of correspondent's disapproval of the 
current Administration and its policies. Names noted in the Incoming 
are well known at the Bureau and no commentary is being set forth. 


TRUE COPY 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Sept. 13, 1963 
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I am deeply troubled over the many things that are happening in 
our country today. It seems there was a time when dignity made a man trustworthy 
and in due time he led groups of people to do good deeds which in turn made this 
country great. Now days we've questionable people leading groups of people to do 
things that makes this country look weak. I’m greatly concerned over groups that 
give us such movies as "I Hate Your Guts. " Surely these people do not have the 
welfare of this nation in mind. Could it be they're interested in the welfare of 
another country? You know any great man full of courage and dignity and the spirit 
of God can fall if the evil forces work on him long enough. As sure as I sit here I’m 
sure we are being sold out by dangerous agents instigated by men who are without 
scruple. Our government seems to have no firm foundation anymore. How many 
times have we been taken by Russia and its communist party? Isn't it funny how 
Japan bombed Pearl Harbor in a sneak attack! How Russia took over Cuba! The 
Peace Treaties Mr. K. has made and not kept! The U. N. and its part in Africa! 

The U. S. giving Cuba aid through the U. N. ivhny things that I can not relate here 
are happening which I sincerely believe finds our few responsible leaders up against a 
flood-tide of evil which they can not control. Most of all £uid the main reason I’m 
writing is that I want to know if its true that. Martin Lli.tbe£.King has 60 communist 
front citations, as documented by Karl Prussion, ex-F. B. I. Counter spy? Also, 
is the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. a Communist training school? 
jl also understand Baya^d^Huskin, King’s, manager and the deputy director of the 
August March on Washington for Equal Rights is a former communist. What shocks 
me is that our own President welcomed these people! What do they mean Equal 
Rights? From what I can see and hear, tells me that if a negro- really wants to 
make something of himself he does. It isn’t your color. In fact, we all are 
discriminated by one means or another. Also, it is a disgrace to God to tell the 
world you can’t do this and that because your black. All Martin King is doing 
is causing ill feelings. Here in the city of Newton we find negroes living like first 
class citizens if thats what - they want. Others, who don't care, like animals which 
Martin King is telling the whole world is the way all negroes live because white man 
has made it that way. That is a lie and therefore a disgrace to our country. Negroes 
just aren't like the white man and they couldn't run this country if they had the chance 
but if this country doesn’t get back on its feet and realize what is happening then the 
negro may have a chance to run it. I'm not blaming the negro for anything - I’m 
concerned over the evil forces who are pushing their evil deeds upon the race (black) 
because it is the black race that can cause the rot which will cause our beloved 
country to decay in all that it stands for. No, no government is perfect but I still 
like ours best because it stands for God and God, is perfect through Jesus Christ, 
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Thank you for reading my letter and may God richly bless you for helping keep our 
country safe. Please let me know as I worry more and more. Even my mother- 
inlaw says that Martin King is doing a great thing for his race. If hes leaning 
towards the communist side how can he be doing a great thing? Also, shes extremely 
W'orried about my relationship with God sence I will not accept the fact the negro is 
like the white man. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ 

A ddress pe r envelope: 

'tfSHSfe k 7C^> 

Newton, Ks. 
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Mr. Hoover received your letter of September 16J.h, ^ 


with enclosure, and asked me to advise you that he has not madS 
the statement you indicated. Pesulta of FBI Investigations are 
furnished to the Department of Justice for its consideration. 


This Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
cihe f^ijerai Government and, as such, does not make evaluations 
Tnor dra\V conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. Also, information in 
tjip files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
idySiiiable for official use only. In view of these policies, you 
wm understand why it is not possible for Mr. Hoover to com- 
nient as you requested. 




Enclosed is some literature it is hoped will be of 


interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours^ft 
Helen ^V. -GaAdy’ ; 






T o.wn 
Bslmont 
Mohr 


Casper 
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Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 

The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
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J. „dgar Hoover, mirector, F.B.I. 

Justice jjcp .rtiiont 
'Washington, D. c. 

De r Hr, Hoover, 

,.s o loci: 1 studies teacher, I stress the study of current 

events in ray cl ssroorn regularly, hecently my clogs discussed the 

'Jivil lights Her oh on Washington. I commented favorably on lev. 

Lartin Luthe r -f-i ng 1 s leadership while urging pe-ceful demonstrations. 


oince then, copies of the enolosed ■ nd other similar materials have 
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been presented to me -s n indie tion of his ” communistic" le nin^s 


f n 


t'i ’ 

ll 


:.s r: vitally interested citizen nd n responsible teacher. I roust do 

7 — \S / " ~ "* 

know if tJiese cii r~es of com am is tic tendencies re true. 3" 

r “ 

i ..m concerned a >out the political philosophies tiught in the ... 

i 

highlander i-'olk school nd the .jouthern Conference .education luna.oJ j 
Since .%ev. King attended some of their meetings and was photographed’ - \ 
vrith "known communistic smo Panzers," he is ccused of being guj 1 ty (. 

" i-S 

by association. 

<v> 

: r I have been told that on p. ges one nd sin of the ITJ.i yQ^K T BISS, 

| July 25, 1963, an rticle describes a letter from .-attorney General 
I 5"’ 

iiannedy in which J. Vdgar Hoover is quoted as saying that the Justice 



meo^rtnent has cle red lev. King of communistic affiliations. Can 


If o 


y^u confirm for me tha.t lev. King has no known communistic 
.ff ili; tions or tendencies? 
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‘•Full |irul>.ioD for *ny Vgro mini \o 
rf|t |,t,r for >oHng. Thht* -hut Attornrv (,r*n- 
crul H«hm Kc-tuioly pruniiKil thr He*. Murlln 
Kt,,H at U J.rixitr mrrtifift * «» ^ unln n Utoii * rt-t 
^ r i k I’ll** V K n, Ira. U r it iiImuiI !«► I«u»t h N 
)lrf , cmi itjuii^n lhnni>ilioill the ''oulli lt> u.ld 
2;,U.t>ntl \ t *iro vnlrr# to thr rolU." 

f hr U 1 I K I V ( KUbADLK is .if j low to under* 
sui ,1 a!i> iIk Aimrmy < -rncr.d, who wus active jn 
tin. M.< .irif i> !iuiin,o m«< GmirimmU am! un Ameri- 
(»n .t tiviikv H « U rr;A:n K fromisn it* C^muntU 
t C UJ, .,jtor> at An ’>UhtJ of O t f '5 K Oi iTnrfltrttl 


FULL SCALE INVESTIGATION CALLED FOR 

\Unrn l jihc: k mg s open, dm itf ul mflucmr over 
vj jmii! of uiif i« puLnun is a narioiul disgrace The 
WLTKLY ( IU SAIMR alls fur an all oar mvrstiga- 
non ;f::, the a uvmos ul this coM*'ratur with Lmiwn 
Currrn -mists. (a.n.nnni AmtrKjus *<>uld like the 
a nsv,.c s f ) iv fu! 1 . v. mg juTiini-w tjuesuons: 

] Js Martin Iuthcr Kmc; murrvKcl in the Negro 
fur the Negro's sake or for rhe furtherance of Com* 
munis' .bjeemes m our counrry' 

2 'X/Leic dues Marnn leather King derive the 
income lor his multitudinous activities:' NX hat large 
inierc-srs are j a\ mg his way' 

^ What art the REAL reasons for his objections 
ro rhe House (-urnrniCTce on Un American Activities* 
Could it !c that he fears exposure* of his rrur motives 
from rtns i:. • tsngaur.g connnatf? 

4 Why does this man, who has selected known 
Ccmm-nisrs as his closest asso tates and udvivers, have 
acitcs ro the top offices of our government and personal 
audiences vwth our policy making leaders^ 

p l5 urr.c Martm Luther King was unmasked before 
the American public. Only a full-scale investigation 
will serve the best interests of both the Negroes and 
whiles of our nation. 


A JLrprini From 

CkittUn Crusade S W*'kly UitorUl VoU* 
THE WEEKLY CRLSADER 
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QUFSTIONS 


( 

c 

Ficernr iidtuP' rti by mu agitator Marfm burlier 
King, Jr, cleail) •mix ju- that it is tunc to r:p < >1 f his 
piL jj maik and rcw.i! f hc real purpose and dnvi In.- hind 
hi* anti Ami ru .m .: 1 1 vi:u-s. Though King has been 
sa.nied m n.tr. popi.’ar weekly maga/mts, his mfa- 
mr-uj al'tan v wi:n (. <mi •nni.sr nb’cs trees jnd person* 
ahufi hil Ia.' u k rp: a jiclully g'.arded set rrt. 

Tht Tftl‘u ] ’ ’• i,"c Mav } . M X> ! . tarried an article 
i?a f tlir*cri Atlanta, t(»< J win' Ii re .nl: The Rev Mar- 

fju Luther Kmc, Jr -tiui Iti otiur big name* in the 
$o ithern *V gj i nf j, r (i- n muscit'em joint. I n *day in 
dtiv.Aitdin^ ih.it i : :c i on: ». > . rrsi.'l I I «u -c (ji Arnrnun 
Activities (.•uiiiiit’n t X' .iK hsln.il ai.J that a man jailed 
for eeiVing if he j'ji'itir.i d by i ; res dsnr Kenneth. 

"Ctrl Bradt n of Loiuv-dle, Kv whose rDra^e the 
birao..al leaders were d*. :n. n.hi g, *sjs jaded Monday 
along virh Fr^ r : 1 . WLknun r 1 Ds Angles The two 
Weic con\nfu! 1 .i '« d. /..| |ur) in Atlanta in e irly 
IV") 9 for refusmj '*.n!l die H -.ist ( uiniimrir thither 
they v.crc G ( nn:i"iih:j 

“King ~,n*t lli< jiiiliiiu «»f WilkitiMin und 
JU tf'h'tl In ( u.IriH'*' lhal ‘,'1i < arllisi-m' J>* UH I hr- 
r 1 r>r .iH-im. II* luM I loli <1 Pri--* ! iil. null inn ■! 
dial 'I hu\r n*i 1 1 . r \ in i- lu in^ |>un»*lird 

— - parfn uiurf. Mr. Bradm — fs*r flu ir intrgri' 
Iioq u< iivi'ii . 

Rev K Ifn*, :n his s:..Tc:"ient that Braden was jailed 
be* Juse of l is si.trqrjtiun aimuirs. mm emcnrly ig- 
rn,"-s the fa i ,hi: 1-irh Br.vkn and Wilkinson are 
known, idem 1 f r. i Cot: tvumsts and ihar Braden is field 
director of ti e So-.rh'. r n Cnnb ren*c Kdu« annual Fund 
According in swum v ,n non) ixrKre the FL rtda Liuis- 
larrun Imorvain :i T ■ n mntee. Feb 1 V. 1 V* N Dr 1 B 
Matthews said. 7 h- pr . n c ipa J fuiuuoit of the Southern 
Cor.ferc m e F.du ibomi] iTnd .s to serve n a bridge 
fet^ccn rhe Gun'minut Parts on rhf- une hand and 
mis guided Son- hern I ilcr:ds i»n the other hand Flic 
S* iiithern C f •« 1 ft. tvn 1 1 Faiucjooual Fiirnt »s ihe ne*A name 
for the Srjfhrrn ( ofift renre foi l Inman VWlfare of 
which the 'x r.jte S( purity SuB. onuuince said wis 
conec.ved. firi.m - d and st*f up Isy the Communist Par- 
ty in 19"^ d*> a rnas^ firpinioriun ru promote Cum- 
iiiitnism (hroueii'Kir tlx S»<athern ‘stared 

Mr WiImi s..ii t • ai I d liardly lx- punished tor his 
ini: uratiOM .icfivmes Miiit fits p.irtKiilar tumrh'H lor 
the O'liinuiiir! P.uiy -s tirld ft f»fev ni.uise tor the 
C orrumitiisi fium / >tiat i n Abn!nh 

:bt U h A /ruff. *i»t Aimtftti {.umtntu ct. 


t 

ASKING IMpr^. 

An cxluuri^-^Fi flu \t l\ /« r\hur ^ huli j)t f../i tit, 
Matill 7 , lUhl, Said ii-iutining lllf vtutuiUJlg lit 
Braden and WMkmson 

Ii was most lenamly |<rfincm 10 and imjx’rtant 
for the i House Un A rnt r k an AiEiwtieSJ lommuiee 
r<> hnd our if possible vihtdier Wilkinson was figluing 
rhe tnmmiiue as .in Anun< .m or as a Communist. 
And tr was rqoaJI) jKrr/ieur to find our wlmihef 
Braden was working lor nm ration as an Arnctiian 
with lotivern for the Negro or as a Communist con 
uiiK J for iIh ad v:.rn < mu nt of the cause <tf the 
K reinlin. 

11 m Mine ull «< a» 1 Immu ijimlMHi- foiilil wi ll 
hr ankr-il til |(m* ol llir |ir» s iM il l .i^il ilur 

Slarlui 1 ulhi-r KiiiU. Jr. Koi^'- iim-tunt agila- 
linn uf ruii.il trmjl -h-i. hi- all. o k mir 

priiiite ri|tiT|H 1 m< -'■'Ii m *i- {£u.iriinlml in our 
I rtlrr.il U011-I1I uloui in an Indiana <-ju r« h Lmt 
mniiniT, und hm rmnl n|ioi ullianre wilh 
tuouit'n i*f our nalion, jdan*- hint -ijuarr'ly in 
||m* l amp uf ^irhv i t pi \ r^. 

Kings KmiMiMiiM ,i| f diati.ms and .iMjitainranexs 
go hack mam ;( jn am 1 eiah'oh a tJcaf paffern of 
Marxist jtfuiiry. 

()\er die l aU>r Day wtekt nd, I'D' 7 , Martin l.mher 
King was a j>ariKipa*it m the J*)th anniversary sen)- 
mar on the induration struggle sponsored bv tiie 
Highlander F'* ilk N.huol, Mi.ndagle, Tuint sit. He has 
Been iloscly aSMXi.ned wirli tIk Icatlershtp ol the scduxil 
since 'liar time. 7 lit Highlander Folk \1 kxi 1 was 
tounded m 1V^? hv M\les Horton arid Dv>n VCTsi; 
James Domlmiw-ski .itaheil them shortly thereafter 
Don West was distr.cr di r eifor ot rhe Communist 
Partv North Ornlin.i. 

Paul Crouth. the mp Communist Harry functionary 
in the south, testified before rhe Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un American Ac mines that Dombrow- 
skt gave me rhe impression of !*cing completely pro 
Communist and an\mus to tolUborare with the Com- 
rmmisi Parry and (olk)w trs leadership without taking 
rhe risk of ac tual Harry mcmU rsliip *’ 

KING ASSOCIATES WITH COMMUNIST SCHOOL 

Paul Fniuih fmihrr trA!ifi«*d ihut **Thf* 
!li|lhtiiniicr Folk Srhmit i-* . . . (ipcrulnl . . . 
H-IrnKiJil' U-* un iiiilr|ionlrft( Jjiluir »r}i(Mi| fort 
hi timlh wmkiMK ,n • I !**•«• i no per at inti wilh tlir* 
i iMiiinuiMwl Paris." 

I 'k tint s taken a i die Highlandei hoik Sc iliXil <>vtf 
the l c D^ l.ahor Day weekend show Martin 1 uther King 
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wirh Abner VC / ^ r • V , ...i^r <>f the ( < mr.il 

f oMUMtNt' of rhe ( ■ f hi hui. .f ^ jty and inluinmst for 
r he D.uiv VCuikir \iiurh<.r in di< j ■} »■ >t< >pfuj li w us 
A i : ^ ■ r 1 \\'ii!;jiti» I 1 !- • 1 ni it da S*>ofh<iii ( onlt •< n lt ‘ 
f dm if'oJi I i. *J mo » r op I' ’< 1 m i ►! all . m mil I'l ^linn 
Atn S'dlOg r O \\$ IVllh \Y» AtT, \ I’l Jl\ |'l f | 

\\ uii.iirii >p.)k ■ j m ; ! j« t h j] !y v\1k ii he i in hoed iiui 
rht siiuanon in th« >.*u.!i o nr.Jy a >lii -r r sie*p to 
< rai \ -■ >Iijii< Cr' r ai:d i ! 1 . . T *he bMifl out > f whi- h ft !*.! 
lions arc made o d* K s' u« ly 1 rni; pLnn J " Aubr) 
W illu.i b has j: 1 c.i st i a/p irate lonm:* as 1 k.- i r * 

...ssoe ra'crd ^ 1 1 1 i C •'u'm.ukr tlonts *nd i -r g.j : u/ jfions. 
I 1 !.'- S' ever, jl njlv Ll.ov, i tdk who hns 

b<*eti pron.jnt ■ :i !v it if .f I'd v-ith r f it- ( .* I'nnmnist 
mi'.i.imiir in rhib fouinr\ for many >iJrs, w.is another 
Labor I >.<v aifruii'ji) .it t!*f ••■), Neper has Ixen 
nam^ri a> a n rml- r <>i d.e Communist Party in sworn 
fcsn puny, 

KING LAUDED BY COMMUNIST PRESS 

Kev Km,” <S pr» id* nt nt tltt S'H.ilnm C hrisnan 
LeaiCrship Corde ren. e and ]< d rht (nib Iboymri m 
M* f.r . f irii r) , . \ I. 1 *i:: < ) hs a<iivitJ<-> are usually 

highly pr.n-Axi w\ it .l { >:■!.' uni t less as is t\ ultm.nl 
oy r'.ise rushing ’iin-. ti ;m rht ] k/u > ■! H.rUrr Ap 
r:v.krr. C-*mn.noi t « fr.-r of I'-iiiaal Aj}>;;r\ 

Aivl in M cep -r.ivsv, A! 'Lama. there ts hit c. j mc 
stti.ij ,c d rn« « iii.-: "dMJO(j 41 J rnv<'i> ml its Negro 
lU'nri'ifjity. ■ H*‘rs, wirti vAonm in flit- K.ih. is ihi 
injj.rr i: h-Jc*tl .me .n.l r - -L>abit si'JtiiJ‘-r «*f . n entire 
i'ui r«i '.s f in i'*'icb 'f purity 
.uij jL 'hs.it nr 1 ' e an i V\ t* vs i ] f !jw in ftet- 

thin. . n j hi r <.\w: : i\ .m i heie in <au "\s u c »ry 

K.np’ h J rnr. yn> "Mirth WusIhu^mh’* 

4nd * is -itcnriijj .ni {*, his n.in.iftr H ivarJ R«.skin, 
a }.o, ,u '.t.rdmu: n ■ t nt I J - j K vV< ‘rke r. aruntied (hv l 1 > 7 
<. ;.r\\ miMi of d it (.'tim. iud.it Party. At'otdmj; tm out 
.inti-C.i.jniruf ki ;-*i < r, Bivao 1 Kurkin n Jisrtd as 3 
n^nrxT of rfx r.h f M. r ia] I; iarJ ■ 2 1 

atiar- fi-bt r -j! ■ ' n atn -n. P ,„kin '"onrnhuies n:i 
other arru 1c and jdtnr,:ind h jwnp had n.am 
y'-.irs >f dm c r t-x < in ra iu! m rht 

South In ld46 he served a sne ru” nt. rhe tiiam 
tn N C lor refusing to sit in rhe Wpro stttion 
ot a hus. He vmr nj JjjJu in MM’ and Africa 
m l V 53 He is an -*>piTt on C.ivn Di^ >!x die m e " 

KING WORKS WITH COMMUNISTS 

Tti :hc Voirh M.mfi ft' r lnrr*^rand S*fmoU of 
\X' asiun^Tan, DC. in M’SA, Martin Luther Kmt; was 
Co-chj«rriLin of the pr-mip ai"np with settran Qm>- 
munt .[-tronu-i A Phih, KanJoij h Tot marih 
f<»rtiiied by Ifirt't' h :s liw]s of (.uimnmiiMs from tht 
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< if rd < .ofimiunrst > a k J fathers l hiroii A^aifi, 

Re v Kmj; made of the < onmuinist U "urktr 

whi«h rt j'ortt il lees Kin;’ said 1 lie < )|'pu sseet Ai 
ssayv M.irilirtl J’pi frt< d> mi On ^\^v I I • J“*« [h- * 

tf ile \ < if 1 1 1 the « nfnr 1 r . . nt j ii;e aiul f nniet n 

m h unns of j > r 1 1 1 1 ro 1 In Man h 1 J iai K uyi* \ \\ aslurtgtnn 
Mari h uas uded anti e iii iiit t*re d t»v‘ the ( oTotiiunisfi 
is auesfeei ro by rhe* W <*rl t r On |'n<;c IS ific’j s.iieL 

\ arue ru.ml*ers of rlie I.cti > TJiiinmunr.f • forces 
atn.eJy aidul in inohih/ni^ support lor die Youth 
March and were* in \ nsr auinen. t. 

(h .ALir-t. uffit-a) puldn anon of the Ynuri^ Peo- 
ple :> n.k rajist League ( I J I 1 S ) h< .idhiitJ the story 
■‘fid Corned our fliar die M.mlurs VX'hne I i nix- Stu- 
dt nr delepnuon leader and 1 1 of die main ^outh ■ r- 
:;.un/c rs weu menders of tin YPSL 

LAWLESSNESS AND VIOLENCE 

ACCOMPANY KING 

Martin Luther km;' .d>o lias the dubious itisnnc- 
lion of !>*.iiil; associated ssufi integral itirust ^rn.ips de- 
signed ro stir i:p racial rrtnilde The 7 /./u. U 'nrhl. May 
IS. MV)1 Ji|v.rre'd rht viali IIP- (Ibsix Ut('<| veirfl two bus 
loads of Negroes and winrrs .Sjftmsofed by Freedom 
Riders' a proep wckuip to br^ak the se^reeaCiun bar- 
r iv r in dve* South, L he Tiesdi'm Rtdvfs sscTC p.m nt 
a .tire »up « iintUi red with LCHsH-- Congress of Racial 
lajnahre. The 1V5-S ( OR i Ic-rrerht :ttJs show Kin£ on 

the \a Moral Advisors Dorn mi tree aioni; with a num- 
U-r of i.rhcr Red fronrers 

Ke\ King lias nl^o !xrn assoc iatrei w ith the 
NAACP — T he N.-tionnl Atsn» :.iti«ni For I*hr Ad 
sanccjiuur of (a_>l md Hiojde. Of tin- S jounders of 
da- \.\.\C P, only one was a iVepro He ts an irfent 1 ' 
f n d (..in.niunist -- \\' I Dt. liens. 

As couhng tet Atturnev Cic iur.tl Eugene G.x>k of 
C ies ■rida, white jxople \wdi long records of af 

fmiu for. affiliation with, and } >o rt o ipauon in Com- 
lum r, r.omnnmist fr.-n', ft f )• m .ria.s eimg or subser- 
si 1 . t org. nidations, actisiries and ^au es have directed 
and subsidized rhe N A A< JV . the Pre idcnr, the 

Chairman of rht Board, rhe HonorJiy Chairman', 11 
vd tlw 2b Viet Presidents, die Treasurer, 1*6 of 47 
Directors, the Chairman ot the National league Com- 
Ji.irter, the F.xteurive So re 'ary, rhe Spheral Ceiunc il, 
tlu Assisunt Special Canine <1, tlx. Southeast Regional 
Nt ter.iry. rfie VC'est Cioast Secretary, lHc Director of 
tlie Washington Bureau, the Director of Public. Kela- 
tmni and ncu Field Srcre-raries T he rrunvenpc nf rhi5 
e\iden<e umnkn I2l paves ot smgle -spaced, ^ype- 
vennen opy and uoidj reejmre more thar iix iii^irS 
rn be read aloud. 

5 





th hilling \ «J In h«-r Ixioli, 

*• fh» R.«| Nriv*i,rU/ lit, during tho *<i%rn 
v> Mti from lo lV-^O, I hr NA\( I* icorlvtHl 

fmnif $t l K M I (nun till r«illr*l (<iuL||il fund 
pmun n trliu 4 *' <lir< < |uf it ^rrc t il 1 M In 0 1 1 1« t * \Aill- 

iun> /,. l-i'-li > mid I ti/uhrth f.nrlty Hyiin. ^he 
u!*ii ilirti I.imM tliul iIh* ofliriid rt port of ih© 
hiurlh Nuli»*nii! ( onunlmn of thr tomnmniil 
P*fly of l.l»v V oiU-il Mi>tt * L«dd in ftttOrd ihlt 

‘ihr- Part) fun! jit nrlrnt^J \Ur ,NAA(,P.’ ’* 

jn l^fc, J B Murrhrws, an expert on Communist 
n. filtration, Vkfi/te: 

"Listed on the t urrent kr ter heads of the NAACP 
are rhe n^mes of 216 difh renr national officers. One 
hundred forty Jive (or more ihan (>l per rent) of these 
individuals h*vt Urn inv<»lvt J t in one way of another, 
wirfi f airmtionist t nterpfises, for a grand total of 2,200 
affiliations of pul>!u ret urd “ 

KING AIDS COMMUNIST PARTY OBJECTIVES 

Tl*e Cimmumit P-irry has often and m numerous 
plates nutfinrd its oh|et rivrs for the Negro in America. 
In I92H, the Party published a pamphlet written by 
John Pepper, die reprev-ntanve- of the Communist 
P«n y in the United Niatrs, in whu h hr said "The 
Comm us usts trust participate in all national liberation 
movements of the Nrgfncs which have a real mass 
character' 4 

Negro Communist IraJcr Benjamin Davis pub- 
lished his |>aniphler ennfJed ' The Path of Negro Lib- 
eration,” m which he wrote: 

“Consequently the Negro people are moving m 
the direction of some form of sracehood in the Black 
Belt. This would mean an adjustment oc rectification 
of rbe lines demarkmg 12 stares rhruugh which runs 
rhe Block Belt area where Negro people are in a 
majority.” 

The remarkable way in which Martin Lurher King 
has fined into these girals of the Communist Parry is 
arrested to on rhe pages of rhe official Party organ. 
The Worker. The October 30, I960 edition left no 
question as to the importance which the Communists 
recognize in rhe person of Rrv. King toward achieving 
rheii Communist goals After Rrv. King was jailed 
in Atlanta following three days of mass sir-ins and 
picketing by hundreds of srudents of the Atlanta Uni- 
versity Center, tn an appeal usually reserved for top 
Parry functionaries, rhe Worker told 10 Communist 
subscribers: 

“The outrageous sentencing of Rrv. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., requires rhe protest of all decent Americans. 

“Demand Dr. King s Immediate release. Demand 


that rhe per* j the ur-inners be h*ultc<J De- 
mand that the -1 governmem protect rhoR who 
exercise ihnr Constitutional ri^ht of the people peace- 
uhly to assemble «nd to the (iovrnnr.ent for a 

redress of grievances.’ (Note* thui the Worktr rakes 
no nonce of rhe “‘civil disu!rf dien« t’“ engaged in by 
the “peaceful" sir inners. Ed ) 

. . The cause for which Dr. King sjx-aks is the 
cause, nor of the Negro people alone, but of all demo- 
cratic America. 

"Dr, Then, labor speak out. Dt all organizations 
of the people sj>eak our. I>ct all right-minded Ameri- 
cans Sj^eak our. 

"Wire or phone to President Eisenhower and to 
both presidential candidates, Richard Nixon and John 
Kennedy. Let your Representatives and Senators hear 
from you. 

every candidate -- for every post from Stare 
legislator ro president — bat k up his avowed allegiance 
to civil rights by acting now. If he won’t act now', 
what <an you expet t after eleuion?” 

TOP COMMUNISTS SPEAK FOR KING 

Su ingrained into the workings of the Communist 
Parry are the policies and actions of Rev. King that 
his incarceration evoked protests from the top Com- 
munist command in the U S- The same issue of rhe 
Worker said: 

“Cua H»U, general wrret&ry, and Benjamin 
Davit, nation*! *-crrt*u-y of the Comraunwi 
Party, on Monday protected the arrett of the 
Rev. Dr. Marlin f.uthrr King, in wire* to Pres- 
ident £i*enhower, vire-preaiaent Richard Ninon 
and Sen. John Kennedy, and demanded the 
Rev. King'* reieaae.” 

Rocketed to national prominence through the dis- 
torted and one-ijded coverage given his infamous and 
illegal activities by rhe left-wing press and life , Ttme, 
and Look magazines, Martin Luther King now has the 
official ear of Washington on behalf of his crusade. 
The February 5, 1961 issue of the Communist Worker 
quoted King as saying, “The Justice Department ’has 
vast potential' to open up “hitherto untried avcnuei in 
the desegregation struggle/ The power inherent in 
execunve orders has never been exploited." 

KING PUUS WASHINGTON STRINGS 

As is the case with most Communist directives 
these days, the step from announcement ro fulfillment 
is a short one. The *V # umuk magazine, May 1, 1961 
reported: 
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j Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a letterhead 
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It should be noted that In the conversation with 
JONES, LEVISON claimed that the FBI, In all this time, has not 
been able to apprehend the person responsible for the earlier 
bombings and could not avert future ones which he thought 
should be relatively easy as "there are not so many guys who 
could handle dynamite". 
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C.i ^ . .-:r Z.j, 1963, a ccr.^i ^ 'ntial . rcurco, who has 

furnished iv>' ! iaiO.n information in the furnished information 

of a discussion Gh.it took place on that date between Stanley ! 

Levison and Clarence Jones. . I 
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As of July 3 y 1963> Clarence Jones was 

the General Counsel for the Ghandi Society onD n,. T r- A( ~ C m ri-c 
for Human •lights, 15 East 40th Street, A^5i 4C,tS 

New York cuy. feoSYMUTOW 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your, agency; it aryi 
its contents are not to be distributed 'ou^sld^ 
your agency. ■ m 
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{ ta decIassii?cation 



Re: 


Martin Luther King 
Security Matter - C 
(Racial Matters) 


The LYL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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discussed the bombing that took place that day in the Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Levison described the bombing 
as "barbaric ana said that Martin Luther King had issued an 
excellent statement with respect to the bombing. \ M*) 


Levison stated, "The Administration did nothing, the 
Birmingham police did no thine except hold back Negroes when 
they got angry and I feel that what is needed is to make a real 
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not go into the mills and shops". 
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Levison also stated that Ats 
Kennedy had announced that the Fedeia 
(FBI) was going to conduct an investig 
bombing. Levison told Jones that Mart 
called upon to personally organise thi 
and should personally lead it. Jones 

mnlnrfhoth now! c*r\ol Torioo 1 ** W Arvr\ V 
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jmey General Robert 
Bureau of Investigation 
at ion with respect to the 
in Luther King should be 
s massive public funeral 
stated that King was in 
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can furnish King Levison’ s thoughts on the funeral demonstration. 
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Enclosed herewith are nine copies of a letterhead 
ncernlng information received on 9 / 16 / 63 , from 

h(?)loi(b) ; 
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The letterhead memorandum is clas^^^£^^£pnfidential" n 
because it contains information furnished by h( 2 ) 

unauthorized disclosure of which could seriously impair the £ 

investigation of subversive matters and thereby be injurious to ^ 
the national security of the U.S. <■, R 


- Bureau (100-106670) (Enel. 9) (RM)- , y , _ . 
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BBMfeu 100-106670 


FEDERAL BUREAU, OF Lfii V EST1GATION 
New York, New York 

September 16J 1963 
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Martin Luther King 
Security Matter - C 
Racial Matters 
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On September 16, 1963* a confidential source who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
on that date, Martin Luther King was in contact with 
Clarence Jones concerning the new Birmingham incident and King 
y stated: 'I think something dramatic has to be dene by the 

federal government to re-establish a sense of hope in the 
^ ;*Negro people here; to gain a sense of protection from the 
*\ federal government. The people here feel they aren't safe 
v^^t home, at church, walking in the streets. It's just that 
bad. No bombers are ever found. Unless some kind of national 
pressure is brought to bear on the President to do something, 
it's just going to lead to an even deeper night of bitterness, 
frustration and despair that will lead inevitably to intensive 
violence. I think the main thing is to try to get that kind of 
pressure on the President to have federal intervention here. 

We feel also that a national something, a national period of 
mourning should take place." 


*=s 


_j 5 Jones stated he had been thinking the same 

thing and suggested that Negroes and white supporters consider 
a five minute work stoppage to dramatize the heinousness of 
the thing. 


As of July 3, 1963 , Clarence Jones was 
the General Counsel for the Gandhi 
Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th 
Street, New York City. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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The LYL has been designated pursuant- to 

Executive Order 10450. 

On September 16, 1963 , the first source furnished 
further information Indicating that Clarence Jones had held 
a discussion with one Miss Judy-'tfarlow (Phonetic) in 
Barry Gray's office in which Jones was requested to appear 
on the Barry 'Gray radio program that evening. Jones was 
told that the program would be "on Birmingham" and that 
Miss Tar low was attempting to Include on the program Roy 
Wilkins (Executive Secretary - National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) and one Lou-Lomax (Phonetic), 
According to this source. Miss Tarlow was also attempting to 
contact Martin Luther King in Birmingham In an effort to 
get him to agree to participate in this program whereby 
King and Jones could talk to each other by phone on the 
program. Jones then suggested that Gray include in this 
program a representative from the Student Non-Violent' 
Coordinating Committee, possibly the chairman, John-'Xewis. 
Miss Tarlow agreed to attempt to obtain John Lewis. ^ 
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The Attorney General 
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Director, FBI 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
RACIAL MATTERS 
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Belmont 
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Sullivan 
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Rosen 

Bland 
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September 17, 1963 
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Enclosed herewith for your Information 
in a memorandum dated September 16, 1963, concerning 
a discussion betveen Stanley Levl&on and Claxence Jones 
In which they discussed the recent bombing of a church 
in Birmingham. Alabama, and possible action to be 
taken by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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^-106670 

rl - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Burke Marshall (Enclosure) 

Assistant Attorney General 

1 ~ Mr. J. Valter Yeagley (Enclosure) 
Assistant Attorney General 
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NOTE: 

Letter classified "Se^fct" because It contains 
information from confidential Informants, the disclosure 
of which could prove injurious to the national defense 
and result in serious damage to the Nation. The enclosure 
is a letterhead memorandum from New York dated 9-1R-63 
captioned "Martin Luther King, Security Matter - C, 

Racial Matters." ^ ~?-/3 



V' s SEP 18 '351 


ah an 

id 

30 C 


'M .83 


? Si 

1 9 1961 

UAJL room CHI teletype: unit i J 


*®3pT TITH^ 

from automatic 

i" w £ 

dCTSrS^Tf? 1 nflt \ »ii , * 






r • <LA' 

&♦'- Ay// &7 S/ 








( 






The Attorney General 


Director, FBI 


MARTIN UUTHER. KING . JR. 
SECURITY MATT® - C 
RACIAL MATTERS 
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/August 7, 1963 

Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Evans 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr, Sullivan 
Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Bland w a, \ 
Mr. Forsyth ^7v7 
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sJ N. W., Washington, D. C. t telepnonicaixy conx«ti« 

J the Washington Field Office of the Federal Bureau of 
j Investigation and stated he wished to take issue with 
J the statement made by you which appeared in the 
^Washington, D, C., "Evening Star* on July 25, 1963, 

Y that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau 
.fi of Investigation have no record of Communist Party 
^ affiliations on the part of various colored leaders. 

•v — ___ __ 

stated he lias a copy of the 
"Southern PatrioT^vhich contains a photograph of 
Martin Luther K ing _Jr. . in the company of Anne Revere 
and others whomM|^^ described as notorious members 
of the Communist Party. 

stated he intends to have copies 
made of this issue of the "Southern Patriot" and that 
he will "flood officials of the U. S. Government with 
it." 


Mart 




& 


The March, 1963 issue of the "Southern 
Patriot," which is the official publication of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, contains a 
photograph of King and a number of other individuals L 
including Anne Revere. The photographs were taken at v 
an affair held in New York which was described as a 
reception for New York Friends of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, » 

** oiHl'lUUffTAL r / / ftP 19 
SEE NOTE, PAGE 2 —4 V 
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The Attorney General 


Attached herewith is a summary of 
information in the Bureau files concerning individuals 
named in the article* accompanying the photographs. 

Enclosure 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Burke Marshall (Enclosure) 

Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. J. Walter Yeagley (Enclosure) 

Assistant Attorney General 


. . ... ***►»•• 

NOTE: See Memorandum Bland to Sullivan, dated 

August 6 1963 captioned as above, WTF:mea. 

Letter classified "Confidential" because information 
from sources the disclosure of which could prove 
detrimental to the security interests of the Nation. 
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I - Mr. Belmont 
1 Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr, Cvans 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
l - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr, Rosen 
1 - 
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August 7, 19 


1 - Mr. Forsyth 
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The March. 1963. Issue of the "Southern 
Patriot," the official publication of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund which is the successor 
of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, am- 
organization cited by the House Committee on (A)* 

American Activities (HCUA) as a Communist Party (CP) 
front group, has several pictures of Martin Luther 
King. Jr., and other individuals in attendance at an 
affair described as an annual reception for Mew York 
Friends of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 

The main speaker for this affair was Martin Luther 
King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian Leadership < 
Conference. Others participating in this affair, I 

some of whom were photographed with King, are Reverend 
Wyatt Tee Walker, James L, Hupp, Reverend Henry C. 

Bunt on, Anne Revere, Maurice Mogulescu, Diane Bevel, 

Reverend William Howard Mel ish, John Henry Faulk, j 

Reverend Clarence Snelling, Jr., and James Dombrowski. 

Wyatt Tee Walker is Executive Director of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and has 
been very active in the integration movement* 

James L. Hupp was one of 3.000 signers of 
a petition for clemency which was submit ted~to the 
President of the United States in an appeal for executive 
clemency in regard to Carl Braden and Frank Wilkinson, 
who were convicted of contempt of Congress for refusing 
to testify before the HCUA regarding their communist 
connections. Hupp is on the Board of Directors of . , 

Southern Conference Educational Fund. I 

Reverend Henry Clay Bun ton is pastor of the 
Mount Olive C.JM.E. Church In Memphis, Tennessee. He la 
on the Board of Directors of Southern Conference . 

Educational Fund and formerly served in the U. S. Army V 
as « major and chaplain. He has been very active in YtfV 
sit-in demonstrations and other integration attempts, j' a \ 
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ORIG. to Attorney General; 
copies to Deputy Attorney 
General, and AAGs .Marshall 
f Ad Yeagley. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Anne Revere is tj£esa who has been 
identified by a source that has furnished reliable 
information in the past as a member of the CP from 
1943 through 1945. She has also been identified as 
a member or various front groups. In 1959 when she 
was called before 11CUA she took refuge in the Fifth 
Amendment when questioned regarding her CP membership. 


(gr') 


Maurice Mogulescu in 1959 was reported to 
be President of "Designs for Business, Inc.," 16 West 
46th Street, New York City. A source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past has advised that 
Mogulescu had admitted membership In the National 
Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. This 
group was cited as a CP front by the HCUA. He was 
contacted in late 1957 in regard to an espionage case 
involving Alfred K. Stern. He admitted acquaintanceship 
with Stern and said he met Stern at several meetings and 
parties sponsored by "liberal groups." 


Diane Bevel is the wife of James Bevel, Vice 
Chairman of the Nashville Christian Leadership Conference, 
a group affiliated with the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Both she and her husband continue to be 
active in the integration movement. 

William Howard Melish is the New England I 

representative of Southern Conference Educational Fund. / 
Melish was an ordained Episcopal minister but was ' 

defrocked in 1958 because of his activities in behalf 
of numerous front groups such as the National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship, the Civil Rights Congress 
and the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Bom. All of these organisations have been cited 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


A source that has furnished reliable information in 
the past has advised that John Henry Faulk was in attendance 
at CP meetings in Austin. Texas, in 1943 and 1945. When 
he was interviewed by this Bureau, he denied any CP 
affiliations but admitted that he associated with Individuals 
who were known CP members. Faulk was black-listed in the 
entertainment field because of accusations of "Aware, Inc.." 
to the effect that he had belonged to CP fronts and that his 
first wife was a communist. Faulk sued and won a libel case 
against "Aware, Inc." C \ r~ip 'll 
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Martin Dither King, Jr, 


According to a news release in the 
"New Orleans Courier" dated March 2, 1957, Reverend 
Clarence H. Snelling, Jr., is the Methodist Chaplain 
at Tulane University and h^s^bfwn aqtiyei in the 
integration movement, | | flVrj,''"'” '/[_ 

James Dombrowski was executive secretary of 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare and holds 

the same position with the successor orga nization, 

the Southern Conference Educational Fund. \ lie wa"s 
described by a source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past as a person who has for years 
gone along with the communists hut cannot he recruited 
into the CP because of his resentment of CP discipline^ — ' 
In 1954 in testimony before the Senate Internal Security 

Subcommittee, one John Butler stated that Pomhrowski - 

had been introduced to him as a CP memb He has been 
connected with numerous organizations described as 
communist fronts^jl^ 


NOTE: 


See memorandum Bland to Sullivan dated August 6, 
1963, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - C, 
Racial Matters," WTF/mea. 
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da it. August 6, 1963 
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Mr. J. F. Bland"* \Js 


'V, 

1 - Mr. Evans 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
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Washington Field 0 
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telephonically advised the 
copy of the "Southern Patriot" 
which contained a photograph of Martin Luther King, Jr., in company 
with individuals he stated were notorious members of the Communist 
vparty (CP) and he intends to have copies of this made and will direct 
them to officials of the U. S. Government. "Southern patriot" is 
[jofficial publication of Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. 
j(SCEF), which is the successor organization of the Southern Conference 
^for Human Welfare (SCHW) , an organization cited by the House Committee 
-on Un-American Activities (HCUA) as a CP front group. 


I 



Our files contain copy of this newspaper dated MarchjlPM, 
^which contains what is believed to be the photograph of whicKB^^^^ 
•^speaks. The affair was the annual meeting of the New York Friei 
/the j>CEF. N — - - 

. The main speaker was Martin Luther King, Jr. Also 

/participating were Wyatt Tee Walker, Executive Director of Southern 
"•Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC); James L. Hupp, Secretary of 
SCEF; Reverend Henry Clay Bunton, member of the Board of Directors, 

I [SCEF; and Anne Revere, an actress who was member of the CP 1943—15 and 
I member of various CP front groups and her name is included in f ' 

' <3 Rcserve Index ‘ EX-111 R£C JJ /fit 

Additional participants were Maurice Mogulescu, admitted 
» » member of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 

and acquaintance of Alfred K. Stern, espionage subject; Diane Bevel, 

X integrationist who is affiliated with Nashville Christian Leadership 
' Conference* William Howard Melish, New r England representative of SCEF 
V who formerfy,jvas an ordained Episcopal minister but was defrocked 
X in 1958 because >4jf activity in CP front groups and his name is included 
' in th^ Security Ind#$g John Henry Faulk, who was identified as having L 
attended CP meetings in 1943-45; Reverend Clarence H. Snelling, Jr., a ' fo 
Methodist Chaplain at Tul«ne Uniyersity; and James Dombrowski, Bxj^phtive 
ecretary of SCHW’ and its successor organization ; t he- 9 C Erf^Who|gfts beer 5 
described as an individual who has gone along with the communi$fe l?Ut m 
has not become a member because he resents CP Ay pA 
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Memorandum for Mr. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


OBSERVATIONS: 

This information has been compiled because of possible 
inquiries that may be received concerning this matter and the 
participants. 

In view of the nature of the information and the possibility 
that the Attorney General may be specifically questioned concerning 
this matter, it is believed that he should have the information 
available to him. 



RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended 
memorandum with information 
to the Attorney General. 


i b 


J 




DETAILS: 


that the attached letter and letterhead 
regarding these individuals be furnished 




One telephonically advised the 

Washington Field Office that he had in his possession a copy of 
the "Southern Patriot" which has in it a photograph of Martin Luther 
King, J r., in company with Anne Revere a nd others described by 
as "notorious members of the CP. (,< V^H^ stated he was 
going to have copies of this issue made and wa^goin g to "flood 
officials of the U. S. Government with it." ^■■■fccannot be 
identified with any information in our fi les. ^Tn^^southern Patriot" 
is the official publication of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc., which is the successor organization of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare, an organization cited by the HCUA as 
a CP front group. 
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Memorandum for Mr. Sullivan 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. n, 

100-106670 1 J 


Our files contain a March, 1963, issue of the "Southern 
Patriot" which has several pictures of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and other individuals in attendance at an affair described as an 
annual reception for New York Friends of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. The main speaker was Martin Luther King, Jr., 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Others 
participating in this affair, some of whom were in the photograph, 
are Reverend~Wyatt Tee Walker, James L. Hupp, Reverend Henry~C. Bunton, 
Anne Revere, Maurice Mogulescu, Diane Bevel, Reverend William Howard 
Melish, John Henry Faulk, Reverend Clarence Snelling, Jr., and 
James Dombrowski. 
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Wyatt Tee Walker is Executive Director of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and has been very active in the 
integration movement. 

Our files show that James L. Hupp was one of 3,000 signers 
of a petition for clemency which was submitted to the President of 
the United States in an appeal for executive clemency in regard to 
Carl Braden and Frank Wilkinson who were convicted of contempt of 
congress for refusal to testify before HCUA regarding their communist 
connections. Hupp is on the Board of Directors of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund. 

Reverend Henry Clay Bunton is pastor of the Mount Olive 
C.M.E. Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He is on the Board of Directors 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund and formerly served in 
the U. S. Army as a major and chaplain. He has been active in sit-in 
demonstrations and other integration attempts. 

Anne Revere is included in the Reserve Index. She is an 
actress and was a member of the CP from 1943-45. She has been 
identified as a member of various CP front groups. In 1951 when 
called before HCUA she took refuge in the 5th Amendment when 
questioned regarding her CP membership. 

Maurice Mogulescu in 1959 was reported to be president 
of "Designs for Business, Inc.," 16 West 46th Street, New York City. 
He has reportedly admitted membership in the National Council of 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions, cited as a CP front by the HJUA. 
He was contacted by Agents in late 1957 in regard to an espionage 
case on Alfred K. Stern, He admitted acquaintanceship with Stern 
and said he met Stern at several aeetings and parties sponsored 

by liberal groups. c §>> r.r X 
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Memorandum for Mr. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN IJUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


Diane Bevel is the \yife of' James Bevel, Vice Chairman 
of the Nashville Christian Le4ders)ilp Confevejice, a group affiliated 
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. James and Diane 
Bevel continue to be active in the integration movement. 

William Howard Melish is the New England representative 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund. He was an ordained 
Episcopal minister but was defrocked in 1958 because of his activities 
in behalf of numerous CP front groups, such as ths National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship, the Civil Rights Congress, and the 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born (all cited pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450). His name is included in the Security Index. 

John Henry Faulk was the subject of investigation from 

1942 to 1953 as a result of association with communist front groups 
and his reported attendance at CP meetings in Austin, Texas, m 

1943 and 1945. His Security Index card was cancelled January 3, 1949. 
When interviewed he denied CP affiliations but admitted association 
with individuals known as CP members. He was black-listed in 

the entertainment field because of accusation of "Aware, Inc.," 

to the effect he had belonged to CP fronts and that his first wife , 

was a communist. Faulk sued and won a libel case against Aware, Inc.(^/ 

According to a news release in the "New Orleans Courier" 
dated March 2, 1957, Reverend Clarence H. Snelling, Jr., is the 
Methodist Chaplain at Tulane University and has been active in the 
integration movement. 

James Dombrowski was Executive Secretary of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare and holds the same position with the 
successor organization, the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 

He was described by a former Bureau informant who was a member of 
the CP in New Orleans as a person who has for years gone along 
with the communists but cannot be recruited into the CP because of 
his resentment of CP discipline. In 1954 in testimony before the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, one John Butler stated that 
Dombrowski had been introduced to him as a CP member. He has been 
connected with numerous organizations described as communist fronts. ^ 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Enclosed are five copies of a LIIM concerning subject. 

The^^nrrenljf^hineton, D, C. tdephone directory 
list 

WFO airtel and LIFT dated 3/29/63 captioned, 
"DEMONSTRATIONS NEAR MAYFLOWER HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

3/25/63. PROTESTING AWARD TO HOWARD K. SMITH, NEWS COM- 
MENTATOR; RACIAL MATTERS” furnished info rmation from the 
Metropolitan Police Department that one 

address unknown, was one of three persons who 
demonstrated in f ront^^th^MavfTnwer Hotel protesting the 
award to SMITH. One leader of the group 

stated the group represe^e^tn^JOraTBIRCH Society, Wash- 
ington Gento Society, Young Americans for Freedom and_ 

The American Legio n. It is not known-J.f the subject 1 * - 
is identical with 


VK& 


mentioned above. 
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WFO contemplates no investigation in this master. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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T/ashington, 

telephoned the Washington yield Office of the FBI and stated 
he wished to tahe umbrage at the statement made by Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy which appeared in the Tishina ton, D. C. 
"Evening Star" newspaper on July 25, 1063, that the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the FBI have no record of Communist Party 
affiliation of the various colored leaders. - 


Mr. Trotter 

Tide. Room 

Mi S3 Holmes — 
Miss Gandy — ~ 


\ol(S) 


stated he has a copy of the "Gouthern 

Fat r do which contains a photograph of Reverend _!.!art in 

lg in company v/ith one Ann Revere and others v/Tiom 
stated were notorious as members of the 
Communist 1'arty. 



stated ho intends tj have this issue 
of the "Southern -atriot" photostated and he will "flood 
officials of the United states Government with it." 
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Enclosed herewith for your Information 
s a memorandum dated September 11,1963, concerning 
tT £ /a discussion between Martin Luther King, Jr,, and 
**£ Cla* 000 ® ®* Jones and a discussion between afore* 

69 <7 mentioned Jones and Stanley Levison concerning their / 
organisational problems and racial activities. 
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NOTE: Letter classified "Secret" because it contains 

information from confidential informants the disclosure 
of which could prove injurious to the national defense 
result is serious dasage to the nation. E»clo*u 
is a letterhead nesorandus from New York dated 






( 


J 


IV.Y/.RO RUSTIN 


Rustin was bom March 17, 1913. at West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, and was educated at w'ilberrorce University in 
Ohio and the'Clty College of New York, 


The "Washington Post* of August 11, 1963. conta 
an article captioned "Organizer of D, C. March is Devoted 
to Nonviolence.* This article described Bayard Rust in as 
the Deputy Director of the comittce planning the August 28, 

1963, march in Washington, D, C. According to the above- 
mentioned newspaper article, Rustin is an ardent pacifist and 
integrations! 1st who has been associated with a number of 
pacifist and civil lights organizations. In 1952 he became 
Executive Secretary or the War Resistors League, an international 
pacifist organization and has worked for this organizaion to 
the present tine. From 1955 to i960 he was a part-time 
aide to Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Connections with the ConnunUt Movement 


contained 


In the above-mentioned article appearing in the 
ashington Post" Kostin indicated lie had joined the Young 
Communist League (YCL) in 1936. lie claimed to have soon 
dropped out or this organization breaking completely with 
it when the YCL accepted racial segregation In the Armed Forces 
after Hitler attacked Russia. 


T h e e bo ra-monttoned CTttcte-dn thc^Wastengton Pont" — 
also stated«tfce% //ccording to his own admission he was a 
member of the American Student Union in 1939. Rustin said 
that he withdrew from this organization in 1940 to embrace 
tie u&ker religion. 

On October 6, 1950, a meeting sponsored by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation was held at the williams Avenue 
) Youne Mens Christian Association In Portland, Oregon. Bayard 
I Rustin addressed the meeting as the principal speaker and in 

reply to a direct question from a member or the audience stated he 
had been a member of the Communist Party (CP) but was no longer 
so affiliated. 


The * Daily worker* of February 25, 1957, contained 
an article which stated that Bayard Rustin, executive Secretary, 
Var Resistors League, was one or eight noncomuunlst observers 
at the CP national convention who had signed a declaration 
that the CP convention had been "democratically conducted.* 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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The "Doily worker" was an test Coast cuufciunlst 
newspaper which stopped publication on January 13, 1938* 

The "National Guardian" of March 4, 1957, contained 
an article captioned "Eight Noncoraruinist Observers Condemn 
Dennis Subpoena After CP Convention," The article stated 
that eight nonconcaunlst observers at the recent CP convention 
in New York strongly protested the action of the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee in summoning Eugene Dennis* 

The group said it found the convention " democratically 
conducted" and said there were many indications that no 
Individual or group was in a position to control the convention. 
They added that it was not possible to take seriously the 
idea that anything that happened at the convention threatened 
the nation's security* One of the signers of the statement 
was Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary of the Kar Resistors 
League* Eugene Dennis was the foraer General Secretary 
of the CP wno died on January 31, 1961* The "National 
Guardian" is a weekly publication described by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities as a "Virtual propaganda 
am of the Soviet Union* 

During November, 1958. Rust in contacted Benjamin J* 
Davis to talk over a coming unidentified election. Rustln 
was in contact with Davis again in May, 1959, concerning his 
support of an unidentified hospital strike. During January, 
I9<», Eustin asked Davis to sell tickets for a concert at ' 
Carnegie Hall In celebration of the third anniversary of 
the "Sit-ins*" 

C OMF1 PC.VTi 'ft b 

Benjamin J* Davis is the National Secretary of the CP* 

Pertinent information concerning Rustin has been 
furnished to the Attorney General* 
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On September 0, 1963, a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past advised that 
Harry Belafonte, Negro entertainer, told Clarence Benjamin 
Jones he wanted Jones to represent him in a matter concerning 
how the networks have been treating colored entertainers. 
Belafonte indicated the case would have to be taken to the 
Supreme Court. He said he had been taken off the air by 
Revlon because Revlon did not want Belafonte* a company 
integrated. Belafonte said he was not going into this for 
publicity but to win and in referring to the networks he 
stated he wanted to "break their backs" and open things up 
so that every other Negro artist in the country could sue* 
Belafonte also told Jones he wished to put on a season concert 
in New York Citv for the benefit of the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, q, 

During the Bame conversation Jones mentioned to 


over* 

Belafonte that Martin Luthe r King was seriously considering 
combining the student non* violent' Coordinating Committee 
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, cj- 

On the same date, the above-mentioned source 
stated Jones had Indicated to a person unidentified that 
in connection with the recent anti-segregation protest by 
Negroes in Danville, Virginia, the legal work was being 
done by a team of 13 lawyers who had been operating in 
Danville since early June, 1963, and who represented the 
Gandhi Society for Human Rights, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee, and the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. According to the unidentified Individual, 
the "Danville film" was "brutal," He said Jones would be 
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The Attorney General 
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able to use the film for fund raising purposes, Jones 
said a client of his had just purchased all of the "footage 
on Birmingham and was putting it together in a full-length 
movie, ^ ^ 

As of July 3, 1963, Clarence Jones was general 
counsel for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, an 
organisation formed by Uartia Luther King to promote 
his alms, a V\, 



The Labor Youth League has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Burke Marshall 

Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Hr, J, Valter Yeagley 
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informants. Both of these informants are of continuing 
value and the Information if disclosed could compromise 
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A source that has furnished reliable information 
the past advised on August 28, 1963, that Stanley Levi son 
in commenting on the March on Washington that day singled out 
Martin Luther King, Jr., as the "man of the hour" for everybody. 

„ g ^JLevison stated it was marvelous how King handled the white and 
g h 5 ^iftegro question in his speech, completely repudiating "the nonsense* 
£ d<>f Adam Clayton Powell and the Nation of Islam. Levi son also 
45aid King measures up to his introduction as "the moral leader 
< o « oL^i>f America.* Levi son describes this as the 
further characterized King as a "pure guy. 
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because it contains information from sources, the unauthorized 
disclosure of which would seriously impair the investigation 
of the CPUSA and such impairment could have an adverse effect 
upon the national defense Interests of the country. 
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Re: Martin Luther King 

Security Matter - C 


^ cf confidential source advised on August 28 iqfiq 
that c ? nunentln 6 on ^e March on Washington 


characterized King 


pure guy 



Lu i? er Klng is the President of the ' a 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. ^ CJ 

A characterization of the Nation of Islam ' >. V‘ ■ ' ,1 

Is contained In the appendix of this 1 * ,VS V c’t t 

memorandum . V r - ' ;; - 0 \V^ / *? V 

contain3 neither recommendations 

Sf fhf Sir °3V f the PBI * Jt 13 the Property 
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outside your agency. 
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Re: Martin Luther King 

Security Matter - C 


1. APPENDIX 

NATION O F ISLAM 


In January, 1957, a source advised ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD ha3 described his organization on a nationwide 
basis as the "Nation of Islam" and "Muhammad's Temples 
of Islam" . 

On July 10, 1963 j a second source advised 
ELIJAH MUHAMMAD is the national leader of the Nation of 
Islam (NOI); Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2,5335 
South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, is the national 
headquarters of the NOI; and in mid-19oO, MUHAMMAD and 
other NOI officials, when referring to MUHAMMAD'S organization 
on a nationwide basis, commenced using either "Mosque" or 
"Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad's Temoles of 
Islam" . 

Tne NOI io • *• all -Negro organization which was 
originally organic ‘d in 1530 in Detroit, Michigan. MUHAMMAD 
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to 
lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness 
of North America by establishing an independent black nation 
in the United States. Members following MUHAMMAD'S teachings 
and his Interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no 
such thing as a Negro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves 
of the white race, referred to as "white devil3 " , In the 
United States; and that the white race, because of its 
exploitation of the so-called Negroes, must and will be 
destroyed in the approaching "War of Armageddon". 

In the past, officials and members of the NOI, 
including MUHAMMAD, have refused to register under the 
provisions of the Selective Service Acts and have declared 
that members owe no allegiance to the United States. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Re: Martin Luther King 

Security Matter - C 


APPENDIX 

NATION OF ISLAM 

On May 5 , 1998, the first source advised MUHAMMAD 
had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal 
statements and instructions to his ministers concerning 
the principles of his organisation in order to avoid 
possible prosecution by the United States Government; 
however, he did not Indicate any fundamental changes In 
the teachings of his organization. 

On July 10, 19b3j a third source advised MUHAMMAD 
had early in July, 19p8, decided to ae-emphasize the 
religious aspects of the teachings of Islam and to stress 
the economic benefits to be derived by those Negroes who 
joined the NOI. This policy change, according to MUHAMMAD, 
would help him acquire additional followers and create 
more interest in his programs. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



The Domestic Intelligence Division has been alerted to the Attorney 
General's request and is preparing a memorandum to him which will serve as 
a cover in resubmitting the New York report. 
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On March 22, 1962, STANLEY LEVISOU stated 
that MALT IN called him early yooterday Doming before 
he went to church and told LEV ICON that TODEKTA" liad 
been Invited to co to Geneva by tho Women' s Strike 
for Peace Convention, KINO stated tliat lira, CYRUS 
EATON would bo going with the delegation of about 
30 women, moot of wliom are housewives, JfeKT 


LEVISON indicated that KINO was concerned 
vrt.th idea tliat tho "Communist label would bo pinned 
on us," but on the other hand he desired to do everything 
possible on the question ofmaklng evidence of friendship 
towards the Soviet Nhlon.^p 


on Juno 11, 1962, MARTIN LUTHER ICING. JR. 
visited the office of STANLEY LEVISON, 6 East 33th 
Street, New York City, M 

LEVISON at tills time told KINO that he was 
glad tliat KING had followed his advice in calling off 
the planned sit-in demonstration in Atlanta, following 
the plane crash which took the lives of many prominent 
Atlantans, KING agreed it was a good idea, a smart 
move which undoubtedly achieved better feelings toward 
hi s group, 


LEVISON and KINO dlscucood future affairs 
planned by the National Association for tho Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) , KING detailed one in particular 
vrhich they planned to hold at the Waldorf Hotel, indicating 
it would be ®aled at $25,00 a plato with on expected * 
attendance of 1,000, LEVISON commented that ho thought 
It was priced too high, and thought that 300 would 
be a more accurate figure for attendance, 
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On September 10, 1962, STANLEY LEV ISON 
was In contact with CLARENCE JONES, with respect to 
the church burnt neo in the couth, JONES and LEVISON 
oaid that MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, should not be 
silent with regard to this matter, but should send 
come sort of a "hot wire" to 'ICEin'TEDY" alone the 
lines that the Government e cannot control a snail 
community. They otatod the wire should bo Indignant 
and a comparison should be mado In the tclccroia 
that tho united States' world-wide obligations are 
so crcat that it can not take care of a small community, 
JONES stated that ho would surest the idea of the 
telegram to MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR.^^ 



ci 


CLARENCE JOirES ?Ti 


CIAREHCE JONES Is currently the Acting 
Executive Secretary of tho Ghandi Society 
for Human Righto. 



Tho LYL has been deoicnated by the Attorney 
General of the united States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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UEFJCERT nOJJEJvSTEIN, a self-admitted former 
Communist and YPA member, In testimony before 
a subcommittee of the Committee of the 
Judiciary, United State 3 Senate, on 'April 12 
and June 12, 1951* etated that the YPA was set 
- up on the basis of the needs of the Communist 

Party (CP). YPA members i/ore active within 
the organization as Communists and the 
organisation nos developed alone CP lines. 
ROMER STEIN also related tliat YPA leadership 
was composed of CP members « 

Or. February's, 1953, IIARTIN LUEII31 KH!C, JR. 
contacted STANLEY LEV ISON in Nov; York City. LEVISON 
said tliat he had some notes for ICING for tonight 
(February 5 , 1953). KING said tliat was the reason 
for liio call. ICING indicated that ho vras attending 
a dinner at the Essex House at 59 th Street at about 
6:30 p.m. that evonine. LEVISON agreed to ocotKINO 
at KHJO'b room at the Sheraton-Atl antic Hotel at 
5:00 p.m. at which time IZVISON would give KING the 
notes. -4 
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On Ilarch 6, 1963, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
and STANLEY LEVISOH had a lcngtliy discussion in wilich 
they discussed an article tliat KINO was preparing for 
the magazine "The Nation. 4^^- V*# ^ 

; -™ (■ .J - % 

Among other items*, LEVI30M and KING discussed 
the President's Civil Righto moGsago. KING cold ho 
made a statement after the message come out to the 
effect that "If wo can get a significant break- 
through in voter registration, it will mean a great 
deal.... in the total struggle, hut it doesn't go 
far enough." KING referred to the cchizoplircnic 
trend of the administration, on one hand it appoint a 
a T1IURGOOD MARSHALL as a Federal Judge, and then 
appoints judges in the south who are outright segregationists 
KING stated that ‘KEIJNEDY has often said to no 
that you can't get this through. • • • there is no point 
in introducing strong civil righto legislation because 
you can't got it through.” KING concluded by stating 
that his contention is that if lie (President iXIHEDY; 
would get out and really fight - crusade for it, 
it would have a stronger chanco of getting tlir 2 jjgh. n 
LEV ISON agreed with KINO on this observation.! 



On March 10, 1963 , STANLEY IEVI30N was in 
contact with MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. KING stated that 
ho irould he in New York comet imo next week and wanted 
to get a group together at Harry' a to discuss "this 
Eirninglioa thing." KING added 'wo decided to postpone 
that tiling until the day after the election because 
LULL O'CONNOR is in the runoff, and wc feel that if 
we make a move before that time, ho could use that 
to his advantage. 


( 
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KING then told LEV ICO’ I tliat going into Ittrtninghaa 
is going to to a difficult natter; that they are Going 
to do everything they can to destroy the imago of the 
Southern Chriotian Leadership Confcronco, particularly 
the Birmingham newspaper 0, Now, oinco they played this 
thine up so much "wo were wondering if it would bo . e 
better to continue sending tho circulars tlirough 
the usual channels,” LEVISON agreed and conluded 
' , by stating, "There io no sonso giving them a timely 
rod herring. 



✓ 



On May 21 , I3G3, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. had 
1 a lengthy discussion with STANLEY LEVISON. LEVISON 
inquired of KING as to the feeling of tho Li rainy ham 
community to the expulsion of Ncgio students by the 
Blx’ninghazn Board of Education, KING replied that he 
tliought "wo’’ could hold them together. lie docs not, 
in Ills opinion, want to follow an unwise act on the 
part of the Board of Education, uith an unwise act 
on "our part.” KING believes that (EUGENE) ’’BULL 7 ’ 
O'CONNOR, City Commissioner of Public Safety, io 
Going tills to provoke the Negro community to the point 
jthat they will do conctlilng to so confuse tho situation 
that it v/ill upset tho agreement now in effect. 

LEVISON suggested tliat KING issue a statement that 
, he will not be trapped- by those tactics*- KINO stated 
that ho had made it very clear that till a was a temporary 
move and tliat it would be umrice to movo without 
looking at the total situation.^ 


LEVISON told KINO tliat he had a discussion with 
CLARENCE JONES, Chief Counsel, Giiandi Society of Hunan 
Rights, concerning sotting up temporary educational — 


) 
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facilities for the expelled students and going to the 
public and to prominent Individual s, to ask for contributions 
for this purpose* ICING thought this was a Good idea, 
but ho hoped It would not bo necessary as ho f elt that 
"wo are coins to cot them bade in school 


LEVISON then suggested that JONG write a 
' book concerning his experiences in Iftnninghan* 



bO) 


On June 1-2, 1963, a discussion wa 3 held 
botvvecn STANLEY LEVISON, a New York Attorney, MARTIN 


Tif?r IjZH rcurn ~ * 1 "R * _ nf* f.iio ? 4" H o r»r*i o»4-4 

- - — - - - - — $ v--»f J W* V‘«w WVWSV«4Vfctt v»4* ^ 


Leader ciiip Conference, and CLARENCE JONES, Acting 
Executive Director of the Ghandi Society for Uhnan Rights, 
During the discussion, KINO mentioned that ROY i/mmif, 
of the IIAACP had been imprisoned but may now bo out 
on bond* LEV I SON suggested that ICING send a telegram 
to the President protesting the incarceration of 
WILKINS. > 


VTITA 4*a 1 ^ f fflfTOAUf Ua Ua J » A UJ * t r^ryfiAiti > 

WAW UL*H X*) VI? iiw IUX U i^3UU iUU j ±jL*V iOUU ' B j 

memorandum, but did not quite understand what LEVTSON 
proposed be done now* «r 
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LEVISOW explained that It was Ms thought that 
"the Bimlncliom pattern" can bo followed in other cities 
where there arc unresolved problems, lie noted that in 
Atlanta, there lo no bi-raciol committee and the 
e3tabllolincnt of one could be a first demand* In other 
cities, it may bo desirable to have direct action first 
"followed by the Birmingham pattern." LEVISOlI^aid 
that each city should be examined separately. 




KE» T G commented that ho has never seen the 
Negro community as aroused, as determined, as enthusiastic 
as at tills time. lie said that "more than ever before 
is tills national determination and feeling that time 
Is running out," lie stated that ho thought "wo are 
on the threshold of a significant breaicthrough and 
the groatest weapon lo maos demonstration. * 

KING stated "we are at tho point where wo can 
do bill so all of tills righteous Indignation Into a 
powerful maos movement . ‘'■k 

KING suggested that there be a mass march 
or the impression bo Given that a macs march of 'literally 
tiiousando and thousands of people is £Oinc to bo organized 
on Washington. " He added "the tlireat itself may so 
friGliton the President that ho would have to do something. * 
He asked LEV ISON "are we ready for that? 'S 

LEV ISON said there wore two things which must 
be considered}^ 

1* There oust be unanimity among all croups. 

2. Is there more pressure generated on 
Washington by the series of local situations than by 
a mass march on Wash ingtor^p^ 
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KHIG said that he folt there could be unanimity* 
Ho said ROY ( WILKINS ) would probably not bo oppoccd as 
"pressure builds from the bottom” and the NAACP vrould 
exert ouch pressure on WILKINS, ^ 

a 

With respect to the second point raised by 
LEVISON, KINO pointed out ho was not tliinking of 
concentrating on Vasliington alone, but was thin! ting 
of activity in every state, lie cold there should 
bo simultaneous protest on the local level "and at 
the cane tine a work stoppago vrould be called for 
all over America,” lie stated that the Gort of tiling ho 
envisioned vrould have such on impact that ” something 
vrould have to give," lie again asked LEVISON if 
LEVISON thought? the tlno was rig} it for such ,a trove 
and LEVISON agreed that "the time is now,” jib 

CLARENCE JONES suggested that KING should 
discuss Ills proposal with ROY WILKINS and PHIL 
before any announcement is made publicly, lie folt the 
titling of such a move is most important, £*> 

LEVISON felt that KING was the proper person 
to make such an announcement and folt that it could 
bo announced when KING addresses a scheduled Trade 
Union meeting and at his comr.icnccncnt address at City 
College of Now York on June 12 , 1963. Following this, 
IEVICON felt KING could discuss it vrith 'ooth ROY 
WILKINS and PHIL, LEVISON felt that since it was then 
publicly announced, WILKINS vrould have a hard time 
objecting, KING was of the opinion that ho should call 
a special press conference, possibly In Atlanta, and 
make Ms announcement* LEVISON immediately agreed 
with tills proposal and suggested ho implement it in 
his speeches, — ’ 

Tho identity of PHIL Is unknown to tho sourco. (j 
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KING stated that In all probability, he would 
get a call from Washington, suggesting that olnco the 
President is leaving for Europe shortly. It would 
be embarrassing for him,^ 

LEVI30IJ conmonted tliat because of tho President* a > 
trip to Europe, ho will have to pay attention, lie 
again suggested that a press conference would have 
a real impact, but suggested that "PHIL” choufl be 
adviced beforehand, <3* 

KING said that ouch an undertaking would 
require a real Job of mobilisation and people would 
be needed full time, 

LEVISON said the effect of such an announcement 
will "tip” the President towards Civil Rialto legislation 
and tills now leglGlation"w±ll bo a pov/erful lever, :l ^s 

KING suggested that cither LEVISON or JONES 
coo "PHIL” and "two of you work out the statement" 
alone tho lines of the now militancy throughout the 
country, ^ — 

KING felt that such undertalcinc would talce 
six to eight Yfccks to organise, 

LEV ISON said that the sunmor can bo a factor 
as many organizations are on vacation. It was indicated 
that CLARENCE JONES had attended a nectlnc at which 
the National Council of Churches had ciqirosocd an 
interest in KING'S "direct action" approach and had 
specifically mentioned a march on Washington. LEVISON 
asked JONES if it would be possible to quote individuals 
without mentloninc names who liad attended the aforementioned 
moetlnc, as "tills is now when White Church leadership 
is looking for something in tho way of direct action,” 
lie said tills would give It tho biggest, broadest front 
ever as "you can see the effect of Negroes Joined by 
the National Council of Churches and not Just the Negro 
chur clio 0 . 


t 
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When JONES demurred to IEVICON's proposal, 
LEVISOH acrced tliat perhaps It v/ould bo inadvisable. ^ 


f VTTTP 4 ^ a i.wmiI fl Ina *r4 11 ^ Y\rr f A 

JLtfiV JLOW* UUiWVK fWJ-HU MM HVJ HV'.UU Vtt ¥V 

appear on a television procrarn vdth JAMES BALDWIN, 
the v/ritcr. KING was not enthusiastic about the idea 
because he felt that BALDWIN van uninformed recording 
his movement. KING noted that BALDWIN, although 
considered a spokesman of the Necro people, by the 
press, is not a civil rights loader*, “S^ 



On Juno 4, 1963 , MARTIN LUTHER K INO, JR. was. 
in cortact vdth STANLEY LEVICON. LEV ICON and KINO 
discussed an article about KING that was to appear 
in the next issue of the "Saturday Evening Post." 
LEVICON and KING also discussed an appearance by KINO 
on some television program in How York City. 



um 

ui'/ 


On June 6, 1963/ STANLEY LEVICON had a discussion 
vdth MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. KING inquired if LEVICON 
had had an opportunity to talk vdth PIIIL. LEVICON 
replied that CLARENCE JONES reached PIUL in Cldcago, 
and that PHIL in General, liked the idea regarding 
a nas3 march on Vashincton that vrould brine nation- 


* •-# n « 4* 4 Art 4- V\ A I A A A (* 4»Ua IIa/T'VIA 

vuuu at wiiv vuuov vs* wiv* r 


h r* r>r\ r*rl 4 v\ r* 4*^ 


LEVICON, PHIL wants to discuss tills matter vdth ICING 
personally. In view of the fact tliat PIUL's o realisation 
had planned a similar march in the fall, and that if ^ 


12 


{ 


♦ 


m 100-136585 


any kind of inarch on Uashincton is to tako placo now, 
it would mako tho march In tho fall by PHIL'S organization 
anti-clinatic, It vrao PIUL’o opinion that pcrhapo 
the march by his organization, and that pz’opocod by 
KIHG could bo coincided in tho immediate future. LEVISON 
4jucc oc tod that JCIUO attest to contact PHIL ao soon as 
poociblo in order to discuss tills matter in detail, 


Kina a sired LEVIS01J if LEVISOH, alone vrlth 
JACK O’DELL (HUlfPEH PUTS O’DELL) would bo able to 
Get come statistic a on tho annual llecro incomo of 
tho average Hecro family, ao acainst tho annual income 
of tho averaco v/hitc family on a national level, and 
then for some southern states, like Alabama, whero 
"we'' arc no;/ workinc. KIIIG would like to ucc these 
statistics at a luncheon in Hew York City on Jane 12, 
1363. LEV ISON stated that he iculd attempt to 
the statistics alone vrlth JACK O'DELL, and pointed out 
that tiie main point of these statistics is that the 
cap between Hecro and white incooo today iB creator 
than the cap that existed between llecro and white 
income durinc the Depression days. KUJG and LEVISOH 
made arranecnento to discuss these and other matters 
later in the week, 
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On June 10, 1963, STANLEY LEVISON took part 
In a confcrenco with tho Reverend HALT IN LUTHER KING, 

JR., CLARENCE J01ES, the Rovorend WATT TEE WALKER, 
and Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, among others. According 
to the oourcc, tho purpose of tills conference was to 
obtain ideas as to how to dramatize the proposed march 
on Washington, Reverend KINO stated that the basic purpose 
of the march on Washington vrould be to put the pressure 
on Congress go that the civil rights legislation vrould 
be passed. KING said that President KENNEDY vrould be 
able to got off the hook if the logl slat ion was not 
passed by saying that he attempted to get it through. m> 

It was felt that tho National Council of 
Churches can be utilized in tills demonstration and also 
in the similar demonstrations that will be simultaneously 
held throughout the rest of the country. Reverend KING 
stated that he had mixed emotions about President 
KENNEDY in that tho President should be made to know 
that "wo” are not satisfied with him and what ho lias 
done in tho field of civil right g. On the other hand, 
according to KING, there arc come Negro people that 
think KENNEDY has done a good Job in this field. 9 

Those participating in the confd**6ncc v;crc in 
agreement that tho Washington demonstration should be 
focused on tho Congress rather than tho Wliite House. 

It was felt tiiat the timing of tho demonstrations should 
be coincided with the anticipated filibuster of tho 
civil rights legislation. However, CLARENCE JONES did 
not agree with this because he felt it mild be 
impossible to properly prepare a demonstration in advance 
if the demonstration has to wait for the filibustering to 
begin before it can be put into effect. It vas folt tiiat 
possibly 100,000 people, Including children, would be 
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utilized In the Washington demonstration In order for It 
to be politically Imp receive and that the demonstration!! 
can possibly start in the balcony of Congress, It was 
felt that moz’o than lliccly, some time In August, 1963# 
would be v;hcn the demon at rat ion and the march on 
V/asiiincton would talce place, % 

Reverend KING stated that he planned to attend 
a conference noon with leaders of other organizations in 
order to discuss the march on Wasiiington with then, 

LEV ISOM suggested to KING tliat KING talce advantage of 
the two public appearances he will make In Nov/ York City, 
during the coning week, to announce his plans for the 
march on Washington and the demonstrations that will 
go along with it. 


WYATT TEE WALKER 

WYATT TEE WALKER is assistant to MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. and Executive Director 
of tho Southern Christian Leadorohip 
Conference (SCLC). 

RALPH ABERNATHY 

RALPH ABERNATHY Ib assistant to MARTIN 
LUTHER ICING, JR, and Vice President of 
the SCLC. 

On June 12 , 1963, STANLEY LEVISON had a discussion 
with MARTHA LUTHER KING, JR., Leader of tho SCLC. STANLEY 
LEVISON informed MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. that, after 
ho had road president hJiNhiiuY’B speech of JUne 11 , 1963# 

, Ms feelings are stronger than ever that the focus of 
any Washington action should not be directed against 
tho President. KING agreed and asked LEVISON if ho had 
heard tho President’s speech. KING said Jfc was the strongest 
statement the Preside^ has made and "h e wa s really 
groat,^^ 
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LEVISON commented that ho had not hoard the 
President * 0 speech, but tills is what KING has been 
asl'JLng the President to do and, therefore, KING has 
to take a posit! vo approach to it, otherwise, it 
v/ould sound as if K pfQ was not dealing with chancing 
realities hinsolf • P 


Continuing, LEVI SON commented that "we” cannot 
put the President in the pooition of being the enemy and 
focus the Washington demonstration ocainct hiQ. LEVISON 
stated tliat the enemy to bo dealt with is the Congress^ 
KING said he agreed completely with LEVISON. on tills. 


& 


hunter pitt so* d: 





On June 00, 19(32, STANLEY LEVISON conversed with 
HUNTER PUTS O'DELL, and they die cue sod the following: 


LEVISON stated that In a recent conversation 
with i!ARTUT LUTHER KING, JR., KINO said that he was 
tilin' :ing of getting another administrative assistant. 
LEVISON stated that in the pact, LEVISON liad not considered 
it trice for O'DELL to take on such a pooition but ho is 
the only one who could do the Job and should be considered 
for it. LEVI SON stated as long as O'DELL did not have 
the title of Executive Director, there would not bo 
"as much lightning, flashing around him," O'DELL could 
be called a Coordinator and_Qtill fulfill all the duties 
of an Executive Director, 
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LEV ISON stated that KHIO liked LEVISON's 
cuccostlon with respect to O'DELL takinc this position 
because KING felt that O'DELL must faco it soonor or 
later, stating "tliat no natter what a nan was, if ho 
could stand up now and oay ho is not connected, then 
as far os I am concerned, ho is olicible to wsrk for me." 



The "Lone Island Star Journal" issue of 
November 2, 1962, pace 1, carried an article entitled 
"Communist Reoicno front Reverend nine's Croup." The 
article stated, "the Reverend Ilartln Luther IClnc, Jr. 
said today that Jack II. O'Dell, who was identified as 
a Communist In a story in the 'Star Journal* October 26, 
hao resigned as an official of tiio SCLC. 1 



’’m a prepared statement from Atlanta, Dr. 

KLnc denied knowledge of any previous activity of O'Dell* 
King said that O' Doll was never Director of the SCLC nor 
was ever considered for the position." 


The article further stated, "SCLC hao a policy. 
Kins said timt no person of known Communist affiliation 
could serve on the staff. Executive Loard, or Its membership 
at larco." 

The October 26th story (in the "Star Journal") 
said tliat from his birth in Detroit in 1923, and as late 
as 1958, O'DELL was known as HUNTER PITTS O'DELL. 


* 
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On June 9, 1963, STANLEY LEVEON conferred with 
HUNTER PITTS O'DELL. LEVISON Inquired if O'DELL had 
located the statistics which MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR. had 
requested recarding the annual income of the average Negro 
family as against the annual Income of the average white family* 
O'DELL stated that ho believed he had given a copy of the 
statistics to CLARENCE JONES, and that ho would get them 
from JONES today and send them to KINO airmail, special 
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On August 20, 1963* a confidential source, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past,*" 
furnished information which indicated that Gordon Haskell, 
Assistant Director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, had made inquiries at the office of Stanley Jk 

Levlson regarding the whereabouts of Martin Luther 0 

King, indicating that he desired to'talk to Dr. King! 
Source stated that the above inforiratidn was furnished by 
.Levi son's secretary to Clarence Jones on the'same ' 
date. Upon learning of this information, Jones 'indicated 
that he knew the whereabouts of King, and that he would 
contact Haskell regarding this matter. Li 


|2/ 

:-p V 


According to the same source, Jones then 
held a discussion with Haskell regarding this matter 
on this same date, if 





n 


\ 

s 


Haskell indicated to Jones that he had 
written a letter to Martin Luther King,* Jr., asking 
him to accept an award from the' American Civil Liberties 
Union ( ACLU ) at a dinner this Pall. (J 


I 


This document eontaind^either recommendations 
nor conclusions of the^fcl. It~ls the 1 j 

property of the FBI and^» i!oaned*‘to Lx 

your agency; it and its ^Mtents are not 
to be distributed outsidIBour agency. 
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Re *J>c Martin Luther -King 
Security Matter - C 
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According to this source, no date was set, but 
rather the final date was being left up' to Dr. “King. ** " s 
Source advised further that Haskell, however, had indicated 
that the dinner would be held in October or November (tfi 

in New York City, arid would be sponsored by the New 
York and the National Chapters of the ACLU, This" 
source also advised that Haskell had suggested 'that 
the award be given to Dr. King by Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy or by Edward R. Murrow. U 


fa 


was a secreu memoer o 
States of America . fa 


e~Communist Party, United 


10 ) 


A characterization of the Independent 
Socialist' League is included in the 
appendix attached hereto. 

On July 3> 1963, Clarence Jones was’the 
General Counsel for the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 15 East 40th Street, New Yor k Clt 
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The Labor Youth League has been 
designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 • 


( 

) 




( 


r©:>,‘tarti r t,<?v ’! $ 
''?-'4'Uy 'fitter - C 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE (ISL) 
FORMERLY WORKERS PfRTY (W?) 




The May 4, 1942, issue of "Labor /ction," then 
an official publication of the 'Corkers Party (WP), carried 
an article which reflected that the WP was formed in 
April, 1940, as a result of a split within the leadei ship 
of the Socialist Workers P:irty (SWP). The article st tted 
that when the Hitler-Sta lin Pact was signed and Poland 
invaded, the minority group within the SWP, in proclaiming 
the formation of the UP, condemned the pact as being 
imperialistic in nature and stated it would not support 
either imperialist camp. 


Tne April 25, 1949, issue of "Labor Action" 
contained an account of the Fifth National Convention of 
the WP, held March 24-27, 1949, in New York City, which 
reflected the change of name of the organization from the 
WP to the Independent Socialist League (ISL) in order to 
emphasize the character of the group as a propaganda group ! 

for the spreading of socialist ideas and not as a full- j 

fledged political party. j 

The July 14, 1958, issue of "Labor Action," an 
official publication of the ISL, contained an article j 

captioned, "The ISL Program In Brief." The article indicated^ 
"The ISL stands for socialist democracy and against the two ; 
systems of exploitation which now divide the world: j 

capitalism and Stalinism. The ISL, as a Marxist movement, i 
looks to the working class and its ever-present struggle 
as the basic progressive force in society. The ISL is 
organized to spread the ideas of socialism in the labor 
movement and among all other sections of the people. There 
can be no lasting and genuine democracy without socialism 
and there can be no socialism without democracy." i 

Tne September 22, 1958, issue of "Labor Action" 
contained an undated statement signed by the Political 
Committee of the ISL which indicated that the ISL had been 
dissolved. The statement urged former ISL members to join > 
the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation. 


The SWP has seen designated -by General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
VS. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial <2^° pulled from this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and 
sent to National Archives. 
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I - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
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At 4:36 p. m. , on August 28, 1963, an individual whon^ £ - n 
identified himself as MHIBH^of Kansas City, Missouri, 1 & 

telephonlcally contacted FBI Headquarters and advised he deslr&T'* % ^ 

the FBI to deliver the following message to Reverend Martin Luther^ 

Sing, Jr. , : ; ? ^ 


- "King should have one hole between his eyes and I 
will put it there." 


rv 



stated he had unsuccessfully tried to contact 
R€Ver«jjfo^4r75E5^^hen Questioned concerning his address, 
fpfl^HflpreJdarked, "Ton will forget it anyway, " and terminated 
tneielepoone call. The long-distance telephone operator identified 
the above telephone call as having originated from K ans a s City, 
Missouri. 


b7 


The above information was telephonlcally furnished to 
Mrjtoj^foto^^you^jffice on August 28, 1963, by Special Agent 

°* thi® Bureau. Mr. Nolan was advised 
that this Bureau was taking no further action concerning this matter 
since the call originated from Missouri and was made to the FBI for 
the purpose of delivering a message to Reverend Mr. King. Mr. Nolan 
stated this action was agreeable. 
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Afc 4:36 p. m. , an individual identifying himself as^^^^HM of 
Kansas City, Missouri, telephonically advised that he desired the FBI deliver 
the following message to Dr. Martin LutheT'King, Jr.,: "King should have 
one hole between his eyes and I will put it there. " 

stated he had tried to contact Dr. King unsuccessfully. When 
was questioned concerning his address and the spelling of his name, he 
remarked, "You will forget it anyway" and terminated the call. 

An immediate check with the switchboard operator ascertained that 
* the long-distance operator identified this call as ha vin^^mg inat ed at Kansas City, 
I Missouri. Prior to being connected withanAgent,fJ(||^ identified himself to 
I the Bureau switchboard operator as^HHU^rf Kansas City, Missouri. 

At 4:53 p. m., Mr. John Nolan, Administrative Assistant to the 
Attorney General, was apprised of the above information and 9 was advised 
that the Bureau is taking no further action since the call originated from 
Missouri and was made to the FBI for the purpose of delivering a message to 
Dr. King. Mr. Nolan stated this action was agreeable. 


Bureau indices reveal no record concerning 
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SAC, New York (100-111180) 


August 23, 1963 


Director, FBI (100-392452) 

1 - Mr* Forsyth 
1 - Mr* Itaack 

STANLEY DaVID LEVI SON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - c 


Rcurep 7/29/63. 

Part II of re rep which begins on page 4 
is being destroyed and the words "Part I* on 
page 2 are being eliminated. Do likewise with 
your copies of rerep. 

In the future it will not be necessary 
to include information concerning Levi son’s 
influence on King in reports on Lev Ison since 
such information should, and more properly so, 
be reported in the King case. You should make 
certain that this Is done. 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Mohr 1 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 1 

1 - Mr. DcLoach 1 

1 - Mr. Evans 


Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Bland 
Mr. Forsyth 


August 26, 1963 
REGISTERED 


-J ..3 


Mr. Edward R. Murrow 

£ It 

Director 


United States Information Agency 
1776 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D* C. 

s,t. 

Dear Mr. Murrow: 

X 2 

O 

On August 20, 1963, a confidential 

O 

source who Has *■* 


furnished reliable information In the past advised that 
Gordon Haskell, Assistant Director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU). held a discussion with Clarence Jones, 
head of the Gandhi Society for Hunan Rights. During this / 
discussion, Ifo^kell indicated he had written a letter to 
Martin Lutner'King, Jr., asking him to accept an award 
Tfrar the ACLU at a dinner this fall. He indicated no date 
had been set but that the final date would be left up to 
King. He believed that the dinner would be held in October 
or November In New York City and would be sponsored by the 
New York and national chapters $he 

> Haskell suggested that the awar d be give n to King 

bfcr the Attorney General or you.^J * — “ “ ^ 

On July 26, 1957, a source stlfiW furnished 


ng y 


reliable information In the past advised that du ri ng the 
.. Independent Socialist League (ISL) CdHVtntion held that year. 
717407 Haskell was elected to the ISL National Committee. 

The ISL Is the successor organisation of the 
Workers party, which was formed in April, 1940, as a result 
of a split in the leadership), of, the Socialist Workers Party. 
The ISL was formally diaspTVeu lb September, 


Ison . 
[mom 


sper 

.lahon 

ira>i 

-each 


A A. OAJ *»*•!# a, v a, a a j w a pp ^ f 1958. The 

So«i all Workers party nak betn designated as subversive 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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Mr. Edward R. Murrow 



Sinctrely yours, 

TTtagar Hocwer 


NOTE: 


Haskell is included in the Security Index; Jones 
is included in the Reserve Index. This letter is classified 
"Secret" since it contains information from confidential 
informants of continuing value, the disclosure of which 
could prove injurious to the national defense. 
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August 21, 1963 


Norwell, Massachusetts 


hKs-) 


Dear 


n ^ 


Mr. Hoover received the letter of August 15th, □□ 


>ith enclosures, from you and your husband and asked me to i 
thank ydu for your Interest in bringing this data to his attention ” 


Enclosed Is some literature It is hoped will be of 


interest to you. 

~ i^ailcoT r 

? . 1963 


Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


Enclosures (3) 

An American’s Challenge, 10-9-62 
The FBI’s Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
Know your. . . FBI 






^ jNOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. An in-absence 
reply is being sent in view of the fact that correspondent’s enclosures 
have caused considerable controversy a^imeged evidence of . « 

Martin Lufhifer King’s commui^t Sympathies " - 

jHrkcffcw) /; , t( u ) y 

1 , A- ^ ^ 

2 AUG 28 1963 a~ 
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TRUE COPY 


Mr. Hoover - 



Jorwell, Mass. 
15 Aug. 1963. 
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First of all we must express our gratitude to 
you for all that you have done and are doing. You must never 
feel we don’t care or are ungrateful. We ’’thank God" for you 
and men like you who "care enough. ” 

We are most distressed at the happenings and feel 
so helpless. If we state our concerns we are "extreemists" or 
"crack-pots" but we do learn some of the frightening things and 
are frightened. 


The enclosed clipping is most disturbing and we 
feel if it is factual you already know but it should be told to all 
people. People being told might help turn this peculiar tide of 
strange activities. 

Again thank you so much for all the efforts. 


/s/ 
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DAWN — PORTLAND, INDIANA 
AUGUST, 1963 


Kittg a Featured Speaker at Communist Highlander 
Folk School Labor Day Weekend in 1957 



MARTIN LUTHER KING addresses the assemblage at the Commun- 
ist school. King, president of the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference is known for his activities in the Montgomery Boycott, 
Montgomery Improvement Association and the March on Washing- 
ton which he conducted with Bayard Rustin. The Daily Worker lists 
Bayard Rustin as one who attended the 1957 convention of the Com- 
munist Party USA. Bayard Rustin is identified in the Daily Worker 
as secretary to Reverend Martin Luther King. 

The activities of Martin Luther King represent the ultimate In 
"civil disobedience/' It is doubtful that King could have carried on 
such a program without outside leadership and financing; Bayard 
Rustin is perhaps the leading expert on "civil disobedience" in this 
country. ^ 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a new organ-, 
ixation founded by King for regionwide agitation of racial violence 
and strife. - 
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COMMUNIST FRONT K.COKDS OF LEADERS 
AT HIGHLANDER INTER-RACIAL SEMINAR 

I 

| We hav e >n our possession a list of over 100 Communist Affiliations 
of persons in attendance at the Labor Day Weekend, 1957, Seminar at 
Highland Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee. (For more information 
write to Dawn, Portland, Ind.) 

Some of these Communist Fronts have been defined so that readers 
may more fully understand their activities. All definitions were taken 
from “GUIDE TO SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICA- 
TIONS” published January 2, 1957, by the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington, D.C. 

THIS SCHOOL HAS BEEN CLOSED IN MONTEAGLE. TENN., AND 
IS NOW OPERATING IN KNOXVILLE, TENN., AS THE HIGHLANDER 
FOUNDATION. MUCH PROTEST HAS BEEN RAISED BY THE GOOD 
CITIZENS OF KNOXVILLE . . . BUT THE FOUNDATION IS STILL 
THERE. 

We pose the question . . . “Could any good American who is aware 
of these facts (plus other associations of Martin King) not become con- 
cerned over who is behind the NAACP?” 


Martin Luther King Attending Communist Training School 



PICTUREO HERE (for ground) is Abner W. Berry of th t Central Committee of the Communist Party. On tfc# 
first row are Martin Luther King (2nd from right) of th > Montgomery Boycott and the Birmingham riots, backed 
up by the Kennedys; Aubrey Williams (3rd from right) president of the Southern Conference Education FuiW Inc* 
end Myles Horton (4th from Right) the director of High ander Folk School. These "four horsemen" of red el 
agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife end violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrb* 
'racial nationalism/' Photo By Georgia Commission On Education 
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Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Bland 


August 2 6, 1963 
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On Augus 
^furnished reliable 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


On August 20, 1963, a confidential source who has 


furnished reliable information In the past advised that m _ 
^orddn Haskell, Assistant Director of the American Civil Liberties^-* 
Uniop (ACHJ), held a discussion with Clarence Jones, head of. the S 


as* mg DUi to accept an award rrom the ACLU at a dinner this fail. ^ 

• Ua t Kn I ail n a dnfa Xftil Kaaa caO k«<* aU «0 sWa 44 1 4 a a ^ J 
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•be left qp to King. He believed that the dinner would be held in 

v October fcr November in New York City and would be sponsored by the 
NetGYorlr* and national chapters of the ACLU. tj V 

Haskell suggested that the award be given to King by 
you or Edward R. Mur row. I 

' “ OnJuljr * 2 ** 1^57, * source that has furnished reliable 

information la the past advised that during the independent socialist 
League (ISL) Convention held that year Haskell was elected to the 
ISL National CoMitte.. (J SEC - 3 M O / 

— i Th# ISL 1 1 tbt stcil^sor organisation sf th# w^Vat* party 

J which was formed! a April, 1940. as a°result of ,% Split rli^he * 
eadership of the Socialist Workers Party. The ISL was (fo rmal ly 
dissolved in September, 1958. The Socialist Wosfcsee PartyTflft Been 
designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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NOTE: Haskell' is included Trt Tpdsx; Jones is included 

r h y f ±L \ r ve Index. This letter is classified "Secret" since it 

iviunins infpii^jition from confidential informants of continuing 

i r value , the disclosure of which could Drove injurious to the JT 
•«-^=ZV national defense. tV / / j , „ A , . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Alemorandum 


M'jhr . .. 

memorandum j jB-z* 

pf'Loi'-h _r 

y prif '%XX 

ro Mr. W. C. Sullivan ' k August 12, 1963 X XX 

/ .0) d\ J^w^r. Belmont X/X'X:!: 

FROM Mr. J. F. Blanl <T r / A v X ljt, Mr. Mohr X/ X s 

\ l"~ Mr. Sullivan / / ,t 

C v ‘ 1 - Mr. Evans / s / V f\ . J 

si BjECT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. X 1 - Mr. DeLoaX X^ 

SECURITY MATTER - C X A 1 - Mr. Rosen XX V t ^l#L . 

RACIAL MATTERS XX 1 - Mr. Bland X 

g // 1 ' Mr - F ° rSyth pXi-: ? 

Attached teletype dated 8/11/63 sets forth the results or th£ 
conversation between Martin Luther King, Jr., and one Ted Brown, not 
further identified. 


Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


FR o M Mr. J. F. Blanl 


TtoMet - 

Tele . R ou rr. — .. — _ 

Ho! rr.es — 

Gandy 




Discussing the forthcoming "March on Washington" scheduled for 
8/28/63, it was mentioned that Burke Marshall, Assistant Attorney jGfcneral, 

Civil Rights Division, as well as the Attorney General are scared because 
of possibility of violence in connection with the march. Brown i/ldicated n 
concern as to the number of participants in the march from Washington stating 
that he felt the response was not going to be good. He suggested* The best 
way to japt them to participate would be for the president "to let them have ahalC 
day off." Also discussed was possibility that some of "the Southerners, " Q 
not otherwise identified, hope to expose one Bayer through a combination of 
trying to show past connections with the communists and involvement in morals 
charge. It was indicated that what they (the Southerners) plan to do is to 
challenge the? statement that Attorney General made where he said that the 
civil rights leaders were not communists. Brown mentioned that "the South- 
erners" planned to call the Director and ask him or make him produce the FBI 
files on B a yer. Brown hoped Bayer"don f t take a drink before the march" to o 
which King agreed adding "and grab one little brother, cause he will grab^j jp 
one when ne has";p drink." r 7 ft 


y\ 

Cxin, 


The Bayfer mentioned above is possibly identical with Bayard RuM;in, 
described in the "Washington post" on 8/11/63 as Deputy Director of the 
committee planning the 8/28/63 march on Washington for "jobs and freedom." 

This article described Rustin as having joined the Young Communist League (Y(X) 
in 1936. According to Rustin, he broke completely with the YCL when tne YCL 
accepted racial segregation in the Armed Forces after Hitler attacked Russia. 
This article also described Rustin as having been convicted in 1953 on a 
morals charge. . , 

t ' ; . 

Rustin is reported to be an ardent* pacific t, having been 
affiliated with a mimber of pacifist-type organizations. He has been active 
in numerous picket lines and demonstrations and other agitations against 
military conscriptions and racial segregation; $e u has been arrested on 
several occasions for activities in tne above ’connect ion. H e was con victed 
in 1944 for violation of the Selective Service Act of 1940. hl(e.) 

100-106670 . ^ - -X- — * f *, C rt L /> 
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Memorandum for Mr. W. C. 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
100-106670 





Party, USA, National Convention in 1957. 




ACTION: 


There is attached a proposed letter to the Attorney General 
containing as an enclosure a summary of information contained in 
Bureau files regarding Rustin, copies designated for Deputy Attorney 
General, Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall and Assistant 
Attorney General J. Walter Yeagley. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

d.,. _8ZSL63 

Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
conversation with one Ted Brown 
(not further identified) discussed 
inarch on Washington and concern of 
Burke Marshall and Attorney General. 
Discussed attempt by "the Southene rs" 
to expose one "3ayer" because of 
connection with communists and 
morals charge. Bayer possibly 
identical with Bayard Rust in 
described as Deputy Director of 
march on Washington committee. 

Rustin admitted former communist, 
has been convicted on morals 
charges. Dissemination being made 
to Attorney General, Deputy Attorney 
General, and Assistant Attorney _ 
Generals Marshall and Yeagley. 
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URGENT*" 8 * 11-63 • -I" 4-40 AM AM JCM 


Ltf*D IRECTOR 100-106670 AND SAC ATLANTA 100-5586 


K^% 


FROM SAC NEW YORK » 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 


100*13658 


SM-0 


SECURITY twiAT7ER-C0,VV.Uhiai 


/ F 

00ATLflN ^ ,, I f .. I 

RE r ii TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU 2-20 PM 8 * 10*63 -Jr' X I 

7(^0HH^|V PAREN RELIABLE PAREN* ADVISED ON"EIGH^TEN 
Last THATabuRIMG A CONVERSATION BETWEEN TED BROUN PAREN^ONETcIC 

V ■ j> ’ /..)• 

PAKEN ANiyCINO: 'on same DATE BOTH DISCUSSEf IN GENERALITIES /f // 

QUOTE MARCH ON WASHINGTON UNQUOTE* V DURING THIS CONVERSATION TED TOLD^ /) . 

KING YOUR BOY BERT MARSHALL IS SCARED STIFF AND SO IS THE ATTORNE^"W^ 

GENERAL. TED SAID THAT THEY ALL ARE SCARED IN WASHINGTON BECAUSE 7 / L ^ 

POSSIBILITY OF VIOLENCE. 

LATER IN CONVERSATION TED TOLD KING HE WAS LEARY OF NUMBER 0F f< 
PARTICIPANTS IN QUOTE MARCH UNQUOTE FROM WASHINGTON AND FELT THE 

r c Fm 

RESPONSE WAS NIT GOING TO BE GOOD . TED SAID BEST WAY TO GET THEM V 1 ' 

TO PARTICIPATE WOULD BE FOR THE PRESIDENT TO LET THEM HAVE A HALF 


DAY OFF . 


J ' * - 1 •' »i!s 

DURING CONVERSATION KING ASKED IF TED HAD HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT 


AN ATTEMPT BEING MADE BY SOME OF THE SOUTHERNERS TO EXPOSE BAYER U 
PAKEN PONETIC PAREN • ^ . M/jy. J - 


PAKEN PONETIC PAREN . 
i.ND PAGE ONE \>\ P 

3 ^' 0 
r ‘<i K»-r 1 . 


■o DIRECTOR 


/ / r fr/ 

7T 

2S1963 ^ X 

tab'll 


r 


c£<eB*- 



RaGE TWO 


( 


TED SAID HE HAD AND THAT THIS IS GOING TO HAPPEN AMD HE THINKS 
QUOTE THEY ARE GOING TO MAKE A HELL OF A MESS OF IT UNQUOTE . 

TAKEN QUOTE THEOREM WERE NOT IDENTIFIED BY KING OR TED BUT POSSIBLY 
REFER ING TO SOUTHERNERS MENTIONED ABOVE PAREN . KING AND 
TED ALSO DISCUSSED A CALL APPARENTLY MADE BY KING TO QUOTE ADAM UNQUOTE 
PAREN POSSIBLY ADAM CLAYTON POWELL PAREN ABOUT A YEAR AGO AND A 
SUBSEQUENT RATING GIVEN BAYER BY THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISION . 

TED SAID THEY ARE GETTING READY TO UNLOAD BAYER AND THAT LAST 
WEEK AN ARTICLE CAME OUT FROM THE NASHVILLE PAPER AND WHAT THEY ARE 
GOING TODOjp 

.IS CHALLENGE THE STATEMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHERE HE SAID 
THAT THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS WERE NOT COMMUNIST . TED SAID IT WAS ALSO 
MENTIONED THAT THE SOUTHERNERS ARE GOING TO CALL 

J. EDGAR HOOVER AND ASK HIM OR MAKE HIM PRODUCE THE FBI FILES ON BAYER 
AND THAT IS THE WAY THEY ARE GOING 
TO DO IT. PAREN PRESUMABLY THIS REFERS TO METHOD IN WHICH THEY 
INTEND TO DISCREDIT ATTORNEY GENERAL PAREN . KING ADDED IT WILL BE 
A COMBINATION OF TRYING TO SHOW PAST CONNECTIONS WITH THE • 

COMMUNISTS AND MORALS CHARGE. 

TED SAID HE HOPED BAYER DON- T TAKE A DRINK BEFORE THE QUOTE 
MARCH UNQUOTE . 

KING AGREED AND ADDED AND GRAB ONE LITTLE BROTHER , CAUSE HE WILL 
GRAB ONE WHEN HE HAS A DRINK.~\ 

^ IT IS NOTED INFORMANT NOT FAMILIAR 


WITH FULL NAME OF ADAM OR 

BAYER. POSSIBLY IS BAYARD RUSTIN, 

OF MARCH ON WASHING^Ot^ r^ I ,, 

LHrt FOLLOWS . cc-.fi:;>; 

NY FILE NUMBER IQ i O& »13GI?CB 


D IIRECTOR OF HEADQUARTERS 


END 4-07 AM NY — 1— WA LVS 



BERN u .J S. LEE VS. CLARENCE M. ..ELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C. ,D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
VS. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial/#? pulled from this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and 
sent to National Archives. 
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Transmit the following in 


AETaL 


p lain text 

(Type in plain text or code) 

A I?. HAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, RBI ( 157-286 ) 

ATTN : CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


SUBJECT 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (lOO-looOO) (RUC) 
MARTIN LUTHER ' QliiG 




’tfA 


^7 ' 

Re Nev) York teletype to Bureau and New Orleans, 
C/0/63, wherein reference is made to the fact that one of 
MING 1 s assistants "ANDY" had gone to Mew Orleans, since - 
ANDY thought that big things were going on dovm there arfct 
he did not want the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) to be left out; ana further that "they" would start 
demonstrations shortly in New Orleans in two or three days, 
either on Monday or on the weekend. 


> : 

w, 

, Lrl 
P 


yi>r-ov.'s or 

Xycumg , j: 


formed that the only "ANDY" that he 
__ o is affiliated with the SCLC is 
■ YOUNG . J^^^Jhose father was a dentist in 1 ; ew Orleans'," ' La- . 
TtrtTas^pU^^ impression that YOUNG, JR., lived either 
in Atlanta , Georgia., or Birmingham, Alabama, and was active 
in tiie affairs of SCLC, and in particular, in voter registra- 
tion projects. He did' not know if YOUNG.' JR. , was in the 
New Orleans area on the day of contact, 8/12/63, or had 
been in the recent past. 


b?(pj 


formed 


sm^Tac^ieardthati^DT 


f : KS k ( i$l: ?%r ] J Z ' - / > • / an- /£*? 7^r 

1 - Birmingham (Info.) (EM) . 

1 - I.'ew Orleans . a “**■•* ,**-* f ' V 


1* 


. . A 




site 


12 AUG 16 7963 




Ap if rn r ^ 

. I i Special Agent ^Charge 

Z hi l b; u u • 


.M Per 


b~>(p) 


i; 0 100-16300: jas 


YOURG, JR., had come to New Orleans in the last few days. 
She said that he was active in the SCLC. She said she 
did not know why he vias in town but assumed since his 
father lives here and YOUIIG, JR., is a native of this city, 
he was probably just home for a visit. 

s^oup no 

for any demonstrations of any type in 17 ew Orleans in the 
immediate future, nor had they any plans to initiate a 
voter registration drive. 

It should be noted was 

contacted, he likewise reported 

plans for any type of demon strat^^^t^n^^Wow ledge, nor 
did he know of any planned or scheduled demonstrations in 
the immediate vicinity of i.'ew Orleans. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for release to you. 
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with no segregable 


[ID Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Document(s) originating with the following government agency (ies) 

» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page<s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); „ 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your information: 
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Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


( 

V 
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Date: 3/11/63 


(Type in plain text or code ) 1 

1 

1 

/Vrinr.^ /I. 1/ L 




I 

.i.. 


TO 

FROM 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
: SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 



SUBJECT; DR. MARTIN LUTHER ^SnG 
SM-C 

(00; Atlanta) 


r 


_ \ 
,v 77 \ 



VJ 


M, 



ReNYtel to Bureau and Atlanta, 8/11/63 . 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of letterhead 
memo concerning conversation between KING and TED BROWN (ph) . 

Two copies of letterhead memo are also enclosed i\ ^ 
for Atlanta. 




The confi dential source mentioned in enclosed 
letterhead memo k>L 3 -)k~?(fy 

The letterhead memo is classified "Confidential " 
because unai^horizedd is closure of Information attributed 
k\ ? 0 JBMMH® could impair the future effectiveness 

r °L. this infoimat ana such impairment could have an adverse 
effect upon the national defense interests of the country. 

f A A<v ‘ M**A^**\ • A/o Al'Ti**'* . / y - rwVt 1 . 

{ , £ * a 4 — / j? V 

® dUG 13 j 1253 
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4', 

X ^ 


v (^Bureau (100-106670) (Encls.<$) (RM) 
' ' ' " (RM) 


2 -Atlanta (IOO- 55867 ) (Encls/f 2 ) 
1-New York (IOO-I 36385 ) ^ 

RAS :bk 
(7) 


Approved: 





— X . s ,* 

, . .=05 ' 


Agent in Charge 


Ser £y ■=77^yrf 




IT ”KD STATES DEPARTMENT 01 USTICE 


Jn lh'p\y f }*Ieas€ Rejer to 
File A o. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- low York , New York 
August 11, 1^63 


tot *:'* 8 

Kor^"' - 



Dr. Martin Luther King 
Security Matter - C 

8 KStJ**"' On August 10, 1963, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that/' 
during a conversation between Martin Luther King and Teflll3rown 
(phonetic) on August 10, 1963 , both discussed in generalities — - 
the 'March on Washington." During this conversation Ted told 
King, your boy Bert Marshall is scared stiff and so is the 
Attorney General . Ted said that they all are scared in 
Washington because of the possibility of violence. 


Source advised later in the conversation Ted told 
King he was leery of the number of participants from Washington 
that would take part in the "March" and felt that the response 
was not going to be very good. Ted told King the best way to 
get them to participate would be for the President to let them 
have a half of a day off. 


Source advised later in the discussion King asked 
Ted if he had heard anything about an attempt being made by 
some of the Southerners to expose Bayer (phonetic) (Last Name 
Unknown) . Ted said he had and that this is going to happen 
and he (Ted) thinks "they are going to make a hell of a mess 
cf it." Source advised "They" were never Identified by King 
or Ted but believed they were possibly referring to the Southerners 
mentioned earlier. Source stated King and Ted also discussed a 
call to Adam (Last Name Unknown) apparently made by King about a 
year a^o and a subsequent rating given to Bayer by the Civil 
Service Commission. Source stated Ted advised King "They" are 
getting ready to unload Bayer and advised him (King) about an 
article that appeared in a Nashville newspaper which stated that 
"They" were going to challenge the statement of the Attorney 
General, where he said that the civil rights march leaders were 
not Communist. Source advised further that Ted said the artitle 
also mentioned that the Southerners are going to call J. Edgar 
Hoover in and ask him or make him produce the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation file on Bayer. Source advised Ted believed this 
is the way "They" intend to expose Bayer and discredit the 


/ J ft ? v i ^ c /? / 


corns Oestroved 

B APR 8 !9?4 


... (po §_9 


Group 1 

Excluded from automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 



Re: Dr. Martin Luther King 


statement of the Attorney General. Source stated that King 
added that it will be a combination of trying to show past 
connections with the Communists and morals charges. 


Source advised that in parting, Ted said to King 
he hoped Bayer doesn't take a drink before the "March". 

Source said King agreed and added "grab one little brother, 
cause he will grab one when he has had a drink. " 

) 

It Is noted the source did not know the full name 
\Qf -Adam or Bayer but it is possible that Adam is Adam Clayton 
/Pqwell and Bayer could be Bayart^Hustin, Director of Headquarters 
for March on Washington. .... 
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Date: 8/15/63 


Transmit the following in 

AIHTEL 

Via 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 





TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1 O667C) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-1 36585) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHE^INQ 

SM-C 

(00: ATLANTA) 1 / , , 

On 8/1 4/6 3, furnished information that 
MARTIN LUTHER KING made the following reservations with 
United Airlines: 


w 


8/17/63 


8/18/63 


8/21/63 


8/22/63 


United Airlines Flight #739 
Leave Newark 8:15 a.m. 
Arrive Chicago 9:15 a.m. 

Delta Airlines Flight #833 
Leave Chicago 5:50 p.m.. 
Arrive Atlanta 7’i29 p.m. 

Delta Airlines Flight #834 
Leave Atlanta 9:15 a.m. 
Arrive Chicago 10:49 a.m. 

United Airlines Flight #600 
Leave Chicago 8:30 a.m. 
Arrive Newark 11:25 a.m. 


The above is being furnished Atlanta and Chicago 
for information. 


o 


J.3 - Bureau (100-106670) (RM) / 3 < l6 553 ! £> ^ 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Inf o) (RM) 

1 - Chicago (Info) (RM) oaft. 9 — — 

1 - New York (IOO-136585) 

EFF : tml ) 

t .* ; > HP 'Ml 

a • Y-* -^szrr. > 



r 

/ * 


i$\ 

' / 7.0 - " 




Approved: 


■ y ^2(hjjh 

£peci <*{ "Agent in Charge 


s ? nt — TJ^Tn-r j M Stft* gfgj . Vifl- 


NY IOO-I 36385 /o'2y' y l r 

It Is noted that on 8/1 5/6 3 , fljjjHlHlF furnished 
Information to the effect that KING may delay his departure 
until Sunday morning 8/1 8/6 3, however, there has been 
no indication that the reservations set forth have been 
changed. 
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Transmit the following In 


Via 


AIRTEL 


FBI 

Date: 8 / 14/63 

"(Type in plain text or code")" 
"("Priority or Method of Mailing)' 


I t 


y 


/TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-970) 

(ATTN: CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION) 


FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (157-905) 

/ 

/ 

SUBJECT: MARCH ON WASHINGTON, 

AUGUST 28, 1963 
RACIAL MATTERS 
(00:WF0) 




~Z- 



nemo reflectii^i^rn^?^^ are elght cop ies of a let terhead 
!r u el i ectlng ln f°™ation received 
Who has famished reliable information in ffi^asi* fclU 7 

w ™ E ? clos ? d J ett erhead memo makes mention that "they" 

tbev PUt Sl ? men ln Wa shington and Baltimore and V 

hey have three men in Philadelphia. It is not known definitely 

Bureau (157-/70) (Encs. 8) (RM) (S> 

(1 - 100-105£70)i' ^ 


-1 T.TTTWTCR-yTMffl) 

i " Washington Field 1157-257) (MOW) (Enc II) (RM) 
J ™ £? d J?. delph *?'_I 1 57- )(MOWj(Enc.l)(RM). 


1 - Baltimore (157- 
1 - Richmond (157- 
1 - Norfolk (157- 


) (MOW ) ( Enc . 1 ) ( RM) 
) (MOW ) (Enc . 1 ) ( RM) 

) (MOW) (Enc.l) (RM) 


. \ 1 j .4. M ni v l) 

1 - Atlanta (IOO- 5586 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) (Snc.l) (RM) > A , / 7/ 
} ~ ^ ew X or . k (192"13§5°5) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) ./ Q j " / 'fj_ fv 


1 - New York (157-905' 

J?D:kmk 
:(i 3 ) 








jsfOT RECORDED 

162 AUG 21 1963 




Approved: Sent 

Special Agent ln Charge " 
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NY 157-905 




what this refers to; however, reference is made to WPO airtel 
to Bureau cc New York entitled "March on Washington, 8/23/63 "> 
dated 8/6/63* wherein mention is made to information furnished 
by Reverend WALTER E. FAUNTROY, Washington, DC, a representative 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference indicating that 
March on Washington headquarters would be moved from New York City 
to Washington, DC, about 8/18/63. It is believed that the 
placing of men in Washington and Baltimore may have reference 
to this information furnished by Reverend FAUNTROY. 

This memo is classified"Con£^Eential" because it bC 3 -) 

contains information from flHBMHHKne unauthorized disclosure 
of which could seriously impair the investigation of the CP, USA, 
and such impairment could have an adverse effect upon the national 
Interest of the country. 
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UNlTED' , '‘STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 

Bureau 157-9^0 August 14, 1963 

New York 157- -905 


Re: March on Washington, 

August 28, 1£63 
RACIAL MATTERS 

On August 13, 1963j a confidential source who 
has furnished reliable information In the past, advised 
that on that date Martin Luther King had a discussion regarding 
the March on Washington with one^'Tom", an unidentified 
individual. According to this source, Tom advised King 
that "they” were trying to get 150,000 people in Washington, 
and that it looked like there viould be more white people 
than Negroes. Tom further stated that they were going 
to put six men in Washington and Baltimore and they have three 
in Philadelphia. Tom further stated they have estimated 
that thapa will be 15 - 000 fpom phi 1 adelphi 2 . ^ but cidinittecL 
that he thought that*" this figure of 15,000 from Philadelphia 
was too high. Both King and Tom agreed that they had to contact 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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Re: March on Washington 

August 28, IS 63 




ministers to support the Marcii on Washington. King stated that 
v;e cannot afford to have under 100,000 people and that there 
had to be more Negroes than whites. Tom stated that there would 
be at least seven buses from Suffolk, Virginia, and that 
Richmond, Norfolk and other little towns in Virginia were 
sending buses. Tom also advised King that he estimated 
that 50,000 people would come to Washington from outside the 
New York area; that 12 trains of 1,000 people each would 
come from New York, and that 60 buses would corne from Long 
Island. Tom added that a conservative estimate would be 
35 jOOO coming from New York. 

This source further indicated that Tom was a minister 
and that he plans to go to Washington on Sunday, presumably 
August 18, 1983# to put pressure on ministers to support the 
March on Washington. 
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THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 


Southern Integrationists Honored at 


% 
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ioted actress who read 
at the reception (see 
s welcomed by Maurice 


(By Staff Isrrnponhnt) \ 

NEW YORK, N.Y. — More than <>00 pvrsoijk gathered in the ball* 
room of the Roosevelt Hotel here to honor S|lEF and all who work 
for integration in the South. The occasion wiw the i nnual reception 
of the New York Friends of SCEF. | 

Main speaker was Ur. Martin Luther Kirf?, Jr, He is shown in 
photo at top left tulking with Dr. James L. Hfpp, Charleston W. Va., 
secretary -emeritus of SCEF. Listening are Dt. King’s administrative 
assistant, the Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, Bishid Henry C. Bunion, an 
SCEF board member, and Miss Anne Revere, 
a tribute to the late Mrs. Eleanor Roosevel 
article at right below). At top right, Dr. King 
Moguiescu, Co-chairman of the New York Frikids of SCEF. 

Dr. King brought greeting* from the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, which he heads, reviewed t progress made thus 
far by the integration movement, and emphUized the tremendous 
unfinished task that lies ahead. 1 

’it is one of the strange ironies of history tat in a nation founded 
on the principle that all men are tfreated eqii l, we are slill arguing 
over whether the color of a manV skin deterrj nea his chardteter,” Dr, 
King said, j ■ 

_'We must face. .the tragic facH M hg.jiddel '“that in WC>2 t in the 
United States of America, with CD its great 4 fe^ntific and technologi- 
cal progress, it ia necessary for more than Ij 100 troops to stand in 
Oxford, Miss., in order to see that a couragi Is Janes Meredith is 
able to go to the University that is carried i.\ by tho tax money of 
thut state. That reveals that we are far from American dream.” 
The other main speaker from the South r 'aa Mrs. Diane Bevel, 
young civii-rtghts leader and neld secretary :or the Student Non- 
sting Committee, who with , *r husband, the Rev. 




of the New York Friends of SCEF. j 

Main speaker wus Dr. Martin Luther Kirtt, Jr. He is shown in 
photo at top left talking with Dr. James L. HiPP, Charleston W. Va., 
secretary-emeritus of SCEF. Listening are Di Kind’s administrative 
assistant, the Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, Bisho Henry C. Bunton, an 
SCEF board member, and Miss Anne Revere, oted actress who read 
u tribute to the late Mrs. Eleanor Rooseve] at the reception (see 
article at right below). At top right, Dr, King i welcomed by Maurice 
Mogulencu, Co-chairman of the New York Fri ids of SCEF. 

Dr. King brought greetings from the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, which he heads, reviewed progress made thus 
far by the integration movement, and emphasized the tremendous 
unfinished task (hat lies ahead. l| 

‘it is one of the strange ironies of history lat in a nation founded 
on the principle that all men are treated eqjl, we are still arguing 
over whether the color of a manV skin deter^ies his character,” Dr, 
King said. 

_ “We must face^he tragic facV # hg_ juidel pthat in KOO 2, in the 
United States of America, with its great tjfntific and technologi- 
cal progress, it is necessary for more than 1} loo troops to stand in 
Oxford, Miss., in order to see that a couragius James Meredith is 
able to go to the University that is carried l by th<» tax money of 
thut state. That reveals that we are far from ** American dream.” 

The other main speaker from the South as Mrs. Diane Bevel 
young civil-right* leader and held secretary *or the Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee, who with ?r husband, the Rev. 
James Bevel, is working in the hard-core se>?gatiorist area of the 
Mississippi Delta. 

She is shown at right being congratulat after her speech by 
Miss Revere. Standing by are Mogulescu and t Rev. William Howard 
Melish, SCEF Eastern Representative. t j 

Mrs. Bevel described her first involvement i the nonviolent action 
movement as a student sit-in leader as an “fatuat on.” Now that 
she has witnessed the “mans exploitation, fcred, waste of human 
resource, destruction, and degradation” that i* the fruits of bigotry, 
the infatuation has grown into a “love affair she said. 

She railed on the civil-right* movement to move beyond the 
‘‘infatuation” stage of unplanned spurts of jtivity here and there 
and launch a far-flung teaching program to out into the handa of 
the people the weapon of nonviolence.” Sbsaid: “To overthrow 
the system in Mississippi will indeed requif a mass movement,” 
Chairman of the evening was the ReJ Harenee Snelling Jr 
<hnvr, Louisiana and now 

"du ectbr of graduate studies at Drew^Mve>^. He presided in the 

the^ountr Love, SCEF chifman, who was out of 

Another speaker was John Henry Faul^ (lower right), noted 
: :~ lity ' Entertainment was provi-,1 by the CarVbbeanV, 

* ( alypso songs and demonstrated thjLinibo. 
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One of the high points of this year’s SCEF re- 

SETsSr w “ ■ ,rik ““ - »- 

The tribute was written by Aubrey W. Wil- 
iams, Montgomery, Ala., SCEF president emeri- 
tus^ Iona-time close associate of Mrs. Roosevelt, 
and director of the National Youth Administra- 
tion under President Roosevelt. 

It was read by the actress, Anne Revere, because 
ill health prevented Mr. Wiliams from attending 
"Besides," Mr. Williams had written to SCEF 
officials, *‘I could not talk about her if I did come, 
I’d break down and choke up . . 

In the past, Mrs. Roosevelt often attended SCEF 
receptions in New York, sometimes as chairman. 
In introducing Miss Revere. SCEF Executive Direc- 
tor James Dombrowski recalled especially the 
year when Mrs. Roosevelt and two other great 
women who were honored guests, Mrs. Mary Mc- 
Leod Bethune and Madame Pandit, square-danced 
with the guests in the ballroom of the Rit*. 
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equal treatment or opportunity. She held/wl -’u 
to w hat I feel is probably the best definition fpsUt 
New Deal, that whatever happens to people iari 
concern of government. ‘ ‘ 

“She had a special place in her heart and mi' ^ 

Jr t tKc. t rmiWrd nf Cf M 

founding sessions- of the Southern Confereik^te 
Human Welfare in Birmingham, 1938. At the 
Session, she took & seat .on the aide where 
police had placed the Negro youth! The 
approached her and said it was ‘against 
to sit with them. "Well, 1 she said, <youi 
chairs and we will sit in the aisle/ 




the* 


“She had a special devotion to the f 
Conference Educational Fund. i 

finally forced to go to Ae hospital 
tember she had an appointment with • 
tive director, Dr. James A. Dombrowski, for" i 
„ purpose of making final arrangemenUi/f|d|?| 
part in this meeting. : : : 

"After I came home from her burial At Hy 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK ( 100-1 36 585 ) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING 

SM-C 

(00: ATLANTA) 


UT 7~1 

V , 


i. 

d 



,,.1 , H ? V - -v -" 7 

!'r 7 


Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a letterhead 
memo reflecting information which sets forth an itinerary 
for MARTIN LUTHEI^CINC^ This information was received ) 

3/8/63, from who is in a position to furnish l 

reliable information. hi*) 

This memo is cl assified "C onfidential 11 because it*® 7 ^ 
contains information from the unauthorized 

disclosure of which would seriously impair the investigation 
of the CP, USA, and such impairment could have an adverse 
effect upon the national interest of this country. 



4. - Bureau (IOO-IO 067 O) (Encs. 8 ) (RM) 

(1 - lp7- ) (March on Washington 8 / 28 / 63 ) 

2 - Washington Field (157- ) (March on Washington, 8 / 28 / 63 ) 

(Encs.2)(RM) 

(1 - 100- ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 

1 - Atlanta (100-5386) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) (Enc . 1 ) (RM) 

1 - Chicago (lOO- ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) (info) (Enc . l) (RM) 

r* *4 

(l(\) by royiiwi: "lip for ' J v 

/ ^ □ 'ictism y ^ 20 f ’JG 70 

■7 enclosure ^ V T r f /.^ 2 - . M : 


^ C • Jpfc 8 1 
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100 - 10 '. • 
100-130 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Now Y o.'! r , New York 

August 9, 1 'J'j 3 



He: Martin Lutner King 

Security Matter - C 


, 19o3> a confidential source who is in 
a position to furnish reliable information advised that 
Martin Luther King was presently in New York City for an 
approximate ten day visit. According to this source, on 
August 26, 19o3, King plans to take his family back to 
Atlanta, Georgia, and then plans to be in Chicago on noon 
of August 27, 1963 for a speech. According to tnis source 
King would then fly to Washington arriving there on the 
evening of August 27, 1963 . 


Tnis document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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URGENT 8-8-63 10-07 PM DE 

TO DptffCT0R-l6-~ ‘ 157-286 AND SAC NEW ORLEANS, / ATT! 

SECTION AND ’GENERAL" INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION./ y^ V-. 

/ 

FROM SAC NEW YORK 157-826 , y] 

MARTIN LUTHER KING^ RACIAL MATTERS. j[j^) £ 7 ^* ” /# j 

EIGHT EIGHT TKREfllHIHHHHHH^B^, VKf/' 

WAS IN A POSITION TO FURNISH RELIABLE INFORMATION, FURNISHED INFORMATION 
INDICATING THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING HAD BEEN ADVISED THIS DATE BY ONE OF 
HIS ASSISTANTS THAT * ANDY" HAD GONE TO NEW ORLEANS SINCE ANDY THOUGHT 
THAT BIG THINGS WERE GOING ON DOWN THERE AND HE DID NOT WANT THE 
3CLC TO BE LEFT OUT. KING WAS FURTHER ADVISED THAT * THEY* WOULD START 
)EMONSTRATING SHORTLY IN NEW ORLEANS, IN TWO OR THREE DAYS EITHER ON 
10NDAY OR ON THE WEEKEND. NO DEFINITE INFORMATION AVAILABLE. THIS 
OURCE FURTHER INDICATED THAT KING PLANS TO APPEAR ON THE LAWRENCE 
PIVAX, * MEET THE PRESS" PROGRAM IN THE NEAR FUTURE. NEW ORLEANS 

p-i r?nc£ 

SE EXTREME CAUTION IN THE UTILIZATION OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION IN ORDEg 
0 PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THIS SOURCE**? dOPyi TP 1& f^LETYPr RrT Mr: I jjjf 

ORWARDED TO ATLANTA- BY AID- MAIL, 

_ * \j i UO <4 

« PAN PLS AC • 

1-13 M PM NY R'l6 WA WS ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withhold entirely at this location in the file. One or more? of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under oxcmption(s) 

material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

i 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

FI Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I I For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference Hoarding these pages: 

- 7 <rv. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
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Memorandum 

Mr. w. C. Sulliv^^/^ 


DATE: August 6, 1963 


Mr. J. F. B1 



SUBJECT: JVURTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY GUTTER -' 


inv°iving ?h e rsL e s asWcS ssfjg^saitd 

Room V 827 a Riddell S Bui lding? f U Sh ° Uld be retained in 
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RECOMMENDATION; 

. . +U- ' The fi l e retai ned in Room 827 Riddell Buildine 

thfii h ^ S p mem °r an<3ura S e forwar(J ed to Records Section for 8 
their information and guidance. 
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Transmit the following in 
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(Type in plain text or code) 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO : 
PROM : 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-358916) 
SAC, ATLANTA (100-6078) (RUC) 






HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 

iS — c 

(00: NEW YORK) ^ '' 

/// -AT/v 

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta 8/2/63; and 
New York letter to Director, 7/29/63. 

Enclosed herewith for both the Bureau and the 
New York office are the following copies of news articles: 




| ** 


t 


1. 







"Rev. King Denies O'Dell Link But His Office 
in N.Y. Differs", which appeared on page one 
of The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta, Georgia. 

datea~7/2b'/63 . 

"King Says O'Dell Left SCLC June 26", which / 
appeared on page 4 of The Atlanta Journal, 

Atlanta, Georgia, dated~7726/6'i. 

"King Denies O'Dell Now on SCLC Staff", ^ _ 

which appeared on page two of The Atlanta 
journal , Atlanta, Gaorgia, dated 7/257631 

"Onetime Communist Organizer Heads Rev. 

King's Office in N.Y. 11 , which appeared on 
page one of The Atlanta Constitution, Atlanta, 
Georgia, da te^// 25 / 63 . 
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, •*. j»u *n investigation <■{ bi* active 

j ^es by SCL£. 

’Nothing >vai found m indicate 
, % 3 ‘ ibat he was a ComnumsC’ the 

♦ O Dc.l i R e *._ Mr. Voting said "ftut the 

>ec: u^ni .;Cft *•< a j resignation was mad* perma 

: ilv \;r;»vi.i! Cm. mill l !|0n ^« 

K r Cor.muMty f^rty, - — c — „ 

■ The SCLC w a tax-exempt or- 

j gAAiutioa under Georgia arid fed- 
* 1 . ' j r\. » tVDeil a.so . ^l t** reg illations, 
u. : • c J .« ir.r* ior i j Dell tan! in January o t 1962 

< litu; - u.e rames, i ihai he had severed all tit* with 
. vvJ Bui Jonos. iiha CofninuBiiit Party 

•uwxlnl SfLTi cMJ n*hu .?^ U '’•» » ®£»nl«r trf a 
I- > . : Cefltar .r\ ,?^ OT *,* U r f In M*«* in 

, rlx lx .2 * - af *^ lch Dr. King was the 

<"' Tnucnwh? w*,k \ ’ ^ed speaker. 

■'*- «*» ^ NCI C J ' v National Guardian, a leftist 

;r: , t »s^ J. H O 1)^' ■ * 'paper, carried an advertise - 1 


<ir,i\ m v*t‘2 * - 

4 * tI !/.C il w hiy Wo' k « 

' v. at the SCI C scli^z: J 1 V 


jnertf Nov. » .twiar *ng - 

! that Jack O’Lw* -iFt *i*iJd< 
[ address a civil ng&N w; *.*i.<* ! 
| O'Dell did not cbov i p for the 
nwetuig. j 

In July 1958. O'Dell wu* Cfcifrd ! 
to testify before the House Cum* ' 
mine* on Un American Activities * 
> which was then convened in At- 1 
I lantau ' j 

i 

O'Dell was identified by a com- j 
mtttee counsel at the hearing as [ 
a '’dedicated zealot” to the Com* 
munis* causa. 

At that time, O'Dell gave his 
oTip kgrTneiit as m iasuraoce 

agent jn Montgomery, Ala. His 
name was liatftd as Himter Pitt* 
O'Dell. 1 


At the hearing, O’Dell contended 
"aU the immunity the Constitu- 
tion gives m* a* a Negro— iba 
1 First and Fifth amendments and 
| any others" w refusing to say 
I whether b* was a Conununirt. 

Richard Areas, chief counsel for 
the r^r^rvHtee, displayed a Com- 
^^ivities in the 
Xa/bt s*r the yean 1955 and 


1 1W. He said the plan ww ✓itr 
! th« prtmiscs ocaip^ ty 
O'Dell in New Orlraas. ; j 

Arens also suid O'Dell wv ''Jk | 
Ufitd in 196V as the “P* fun” 
in Louisiana ctxn/nun.s- ;« 4 noe , 
1950 and as a former j 

Jwho had been expelled * -b the i 
J CIO National Wartime l nti for j 
! circulating a peace petition, ! 
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Rev. King Denies O’Bell Link 
But His Office in N.Y. Differs 


[ [ndlcai* paqe, name of 
newipaptt, city ana erate.) 


Pl Mayti q Lyfo gr^ ICafc denJ ed 
Thursd ay that a m ap "p reviou sly 
idecTirioaas a O^mrnunlsf PArty 
organizer is presently ^employed 
by''®? SSuIEerh Christian Leader* 

sfiT^^oHf&^eace^ 

But the Negro leader said, in 
answer to a question by United ‘ 
Press International’s Al Kuettner, ! 


No evidence Rev. King is 
Communist controlled , Rob- 
ert Kennedy sayt . 5fory on 
Page 7. 


TV hq could Apt explain why a 
1=^1 ..investigation Thursday morn- 
L ? found that (Be man. Jack H. 
C ^peU was idee t i f led by SCLC's 
NSr York office as ah "admin- 


By TED SIMMONS 
Istrator" with the organization. 

TJPI~ said a staff employe who 
answered the telephone at the 
SCLC N gw York of ^00 Thursday 
morning said O'Dell was slill with 
the office as "administrator* of 
ttte !Vevv ‘ Tort 'operation. La ter 
iiTTFe day the same office told 
the UPi he was not connected with 
the agency and had no knowledge 
of his whereabouts. 

“Mr. O’Dell is not presently on 
(SCLC’s) staff ... (he is) not 
with the conference at all now,'* 
Dr. King told an afternoon press 
conference in Atlanta. An SCLC 
delegation, beaded by th^Kev. 
Ralph Abernathy, «ad 

the Rev. Andrew Y «eag, pr og ra m 


director, told The Constitution 
after the press confer cjica that 
upon. inquiry Dr. King had dis- 
covered that O'Dell had been by 
the organization's New York office 
Thursday and that King was sur- 
prised. 

The delegation said that King 
and the SCLC agreed to remove 
O'Dell from the SCLC staff 00 
June 26. but Indicated that it may 
have been that O'Dell had re- 
sponded that it would take until 
around July 15 for him to clear 
his effects from the office. 5 

The news conference was callA 
by Dr. King regarding a copj* 
righted story in Wednesday’s A 
ianta Constitution. The story, us- 
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drr LSo af State News E^di- 

tcr J**i ^7P stated that the 
29-yejr-ofd O’Dell, * Negro. is 
now director of the New York 
office of the P* tegr s U onisi organi- 
zation. 

At the coherence. Dr. King ac- 
cused The Constitution of “Mc- 
Carthy tactics" and of "yielding 
lo the pressures of the reaction- 
aries." 

He said he la "disappointed 
rand) appalled that such a great 
newspaper . . , would engage ill 
this &o«rt of McCarthy tactic*/* k 

Dr. King labeled the story at 
being “packed with half-truths 
and vicious innuendoes/’ but he 
declined lo reply directly to a 
question as to whether or not he 
would ask for a retraction. 


plain why, as late as Thursday 
rt'^d-^L. j6;0c>l wnt being identi- 
fies 4 v *. tvr* tn &CIX/$ New 
York oTk^ *a an administrator 
with th« organization. 

'T haven’t h^A any Vnn^vledge 

of this/’ he said. “I don’t know 
il he'i been in the office/* 

Dr. King said be had contact- 
ed a secretary In the New York 
office Thursday morning and that 
she "stated that Mr. O’DeU had 
not been in the office, and that 
they had told no one" that he was 
associated with the conference. 

I*. King said O’DeU, who took 
the Fifth Amendment before the 
House Un American Activities 
Committee here in 1956, had 
worked for SCLC on two occasions, 
but "purely in the capacity of a 
technician/* 


uod his employ mefr* * 
months on a temporary ba.su," 
King said. He said 0 : Ddl w*.s 
again released “when it became 
evident last May in Birmingham 
. . . that Mr. 0 J Dell's employment 
by the Southern Christian I/Cadcr- 
ship Conference could be used 
against the organization by tegra- 
gatioutsts and race baiters/* 

Dr. King said The Constitu- 
tion * „ story ^ "stands corrected" * 
To several areas, but he men* ■ 
tinned only two specific ones, one 
of "which concerned the headline. 

He said O’Dell “has never been 
in our employ as director of the 
Ww York office/* as the *r*d- 
Hne stated. , 

The story Implied, King Aid, 
iKaFCTDell ’‘served In the p** as j 
'Southeastern director" of S*T£, 


stands by story 

“I would hope that The Consti- 
tution would make a retraction" 
of ks own volition, he said. 

* Shipp, in answer to a newsman’* 
[ questions concerning the story', de- 
h 'med to name the source of hi* 
-,-tformation. 

; '‘The story Is accurate, and I 
«-*ind by it/' he said. 

Xing, who kept some 15 news- 
men waiting for an hour while he 
prepared a statement, said O’DeU 
is not now employed by SCLC, 

’ and that he has never held a 
i “policy - making position" with 
’the integratiomst organization. 


'‘He came to us after having 
aexved with the Bronx Committee 
of Citizens for Kennedy in I960 
and f having) received a letter of 
commendation from Robert M. 
Morganthau, who later was an 
unsuccessful Democratic Party 
candidate for the governor of New 
York/' King said. 

He said that when article! ap- 
peared which Jinked O’Dell with 

♦ :~a r> ... *. . , . 

uiv wuri,#iuiiij»i ruriy we asjtea 

for his temporary resignation, 
pending an investigation/* 

The Investigation, King said, 
satisfied SCLC that O’Dell “bad 
no present connection with the 
Communist Party, nor any *ym- , 
pathy with the philosophy." i 


“On the basis of this, we brought 


; King said O'Dell hau been re- j 

: leased “by mutual agreement" l D — 

I from SCLC on June 26. and that he j back on the staff and coatm- 

■ 'King i had subsequently written 1 •;*-* — 

letters to this effect, one copy ofj 
1 which he said was forwarded to - 


■'The truth Is that he dio not 
function in this capacity, and 
ww never considered for such a 
position," King said. 

King taid he was not aware of 
O'Dell's Communistic connections 
when O’DeU first joined the SCLC 
staff and added: 

“It is a firm policy that no per 
son of known Communist affilia- 
tion can serve on the staff, exec- 

iiMca A. Ik. !_ _ . i 

u.*,rv WOIU VM. Micmvciknip mi ' 

large/' 

Dr. King denounced The Consti- 
tution story and a previous series 
of stories about recent Integra- 
tion efforts in Savannah a* lend- 
ing "to give substance to" *aat 
he called a “calculated pn 

the part of reactionaries to n«ipr 
and destroy the civil right* nuig- 
gie/* P 


, Ally. fen. Robert F. Kennedy. . j 


SAYS HE RESIGNED 


! King told Associated Press 
Thursday morning that O'Dell had 
reripr.ed from the organization 1 
November arxl that hu re,*ig- j 
*•« v \ was rrvaoe permanent this 

, ! 

^4ng reported or. Oct. XI to. 

* • again on TXc. 1, >at 

*' ^11 had reigned fnan & t\ 

-ng made no attempt tv W 
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King Denies O'Dell 
Now on SCLC Staff 


Sr Ttw AM»(isUt Prr« 

Dr. Martin Luther Kmc Jr. 
Thursday denied published re- 
ports that a Negro identified as a 
district organizer for the Com- 
munist party is connected with 
the New York office of the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence. 

King, president of SCLC, said a 
news story published Thursday by 
The Atlanta Constitution “is filled 
with errors and what I consider 
libellous informal ion." He added: 

4 I am conferring with my at 
twney now and may have an 
statement Jaler today.” 1 
t ng said the man named m, 
thi* ‘onsiitution article, Jack Hj 
O' ~ i. resigned last November 


pending an Investigation of "alle- 
gations.” He said the resignation 
was made permanent this year. 

King said O’Dell applied for a 
job with the SCLC and worked 
In the New York office "as a 
person who dealt with the mailing. 
He was a technician who handled 
mail appeals." 

'The implication' is made/* 
King said, “that O’Dell presently 
is on the staff, which brings my 
integrity into question. The story 
gives the impression he is tlW 
vad of the office, which he 4 

iOt/* 

King said he knew nothing aMj 
o Dell s background or what hr 9 
v>ing now. 
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' E* V*H*t Pt*»» Inure enseal ~ 

% Integration leader Martin 
> King Mid Thursday thJtf Jack ft 
N C'Dill, who was linked by cc> 
CrMsiocal committee* to a Cfc* 
i m unlit party organ itatioa, wor/:J 
^ twice foe hi* Southern ChrlstT^o 
" Leadership Conference. , , ,v 
1 But King said 0‘Deii, a 30- year- 
Old Negro, of New York, had }oft 
the SCLC for tha second Uma on 
Jv* 20 and U no Ion sec ajso 
ctr^d with tha movement 
png called a Dew* conference 
a report in Tb* Atlanta 
fvr-jrfitution that O’Dell waj cur- 
rr rtiy employed by the SCLC in 
any capacity. 

. Kins acknowledged that O’Dell 1 
"may have had some connections , 
In the past" with communism but 
"we were convinced that he had 
renounced them and had become 
committed to the Christian philos- 
ophy of nonviolence in dealing 
with America's social injustices." 

King said O'Dell left the SCLC 
on June 25 by "mutual agree- 
ment" because of eonoem that 
his affiliation with the integration 
movement would be used a gainst 
it by "segregationists and race 
bailers." | 


C<J Press Jntorantfonal (jTDell wu 
fftiu with the office u "admlai** 
trator** of tM New y<rt opera- 

. • ; .,| 

. However^ later in the day jtl 
aama office idd bo wu ao* con- 
nected .with* the agtpcy and tt 
had no Jukwlodge o( hii when- 
about*/ - 

Kftig aaid tie OThll teue r'* 
being utod./H* another mZv \ 
to foresUU and hamper tha t 5 
essence o(. today* civil ri^Ll* 
struggle. T V * / ^ j 

(The Constitution reported Fri- 
day morning that, after the pres* 
conference Thursday afternoon, 
an SCLC delegation told the news* 
paper that, upon Inquiry, Dr, 
King had discovered that O Dell 
had been- at tha org an i ration's 
office Thursday, *nd that Kfcg 
was surprised, 

(The delegation said that the 
SCLC agreed to remove O’Detf 
from the staff on June », fc,t 
indicated that tt may have tfleti 
that O’Dell had responded v’jg- 
it would take until arouaf'j? §, 
15 for him to’ dear hi* £, 
from the office.) • J l 


The Constitution described! 
O’Dell as director of the SCLC [ 
New- York office A staff employe | 
^ ' I- d the 


T'aj N rw Vork L/vr: 




% 
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Director, FBI 

MARTIN LUTHEI^KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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August 12, 1963 
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On August 10, 1963, a source who has furnished 
reliable infornfotion in the past advised that King held a s 

discussion with one Ted Brown, not further identified, concerning 
the "iiaj;ch on Washington" scheduled for August 28, 1963. (pj) 


nJ _ 
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ome fconcern was expressed to the effect that the 
response to the proposed demonstration from Washington was not __ 

going to be good. Brown indicated that the best way to obtain « 

participation' would be for the President "to let themJiave a 

half day off-,-* [U) 

? During the conversation, observations were made about J 

the possibility of "the Southerners," not further identified, 
attempting to expose one Bayer through a combination of attempts 
to show past connections with the communists and involvement in 
a morals charge. The observation was made that "the Southerners" 
intend 1 to challenge a statement attributed to you to the effect 
that civil rights leaders are not communists, fyj/g 

Brown made the observation that he hopes Beyer~{?dGh?;fc3 
take a drink before the march." King agreed, adding 'and grab 
one little brother, cause he will grab one when he dooe~have_a 

While not definitely identifiable, the Bayer mentioned 
above may be identical with Bayard Rustin, described in the 
"Washington Post" of August 11, 1963, as the Deputy Director ef 
the committee planning the August 28 march on Washington. This 
article captioned "Organizer of D. C. March is Devoted to ?Jonviolence* 
describes Rustin as having been a member of the Young Communst League 
in 1936. The article attributes Rustin with stating that kfe brokg;’ 
completely wh*& the League accepted racial segregation inctj* 

Armed Forces after Hitler attacked Russia. It also indicates^tkpt 
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The Attorney General 


Our files indicate that Rustin is reported to be an 
ardent pacifist, having been affiliated with a number of 
pacifist-type organisations. He has been active in numerous 
picket lines and demonstrations and other agitations against 
military conscription and racial segregation. He has been 
arrested on several occasions for these activities. He was 
convicted in 1944 for violation of the Selective Service Act 
of 1940. Rustin was the principal speaker at a meeting held 
in Portland^ Oregon, on October 6, 1950, sponsored by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. In response to a direct question 
from the audience, Rustin stated that he formerly was a member 
of the Communist Party but was no longer so affiliated. He was 
listed as an "impartial observer" at the Communist party, USA, 
National Convention in 1957. (LJ ) 

There is attached a more detailed summary of informa- 
tion appearing in the files of this Bureau concerning R’ stin. 

In addition, by letter dated August 5, 1963, captioned "March 
on Y’ashington, August 28, 1963," the Deputy Attorney General 
was furnished one copy each of fifteen reports and memorandum 
dated from December 7, 1942, through May 10, 1963, concerning 
Rustin. (40 

Enclosure 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Durke Marshall (Enclosure) 

Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. J. Walter Yeagley (Enclosure) 

Assistant Attorney General 


NOTE: 

"Classified "Confidential" because contains information 
from a confidential source, the disclosure of which would be 
prejudicial to the national defense. 

See memo Bland to Sillivan 8/12/63, same caption, 
TDR:ccm/mea. 
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BAYARD RUST IN 


August 12, 1963 


The "Washington Post" of August 11, 1963, 
contained an article captioned "Organizer of D.C. March 
Is Devoted To Nonviolence#" This article described 
Bayard Rustin as the Deputy Director of the committee 
planning the August 28, 1963, march in Washington, D*C# 



Bayard Rustin was born March 17, 1913, at £ ^ 
West Chester, Pennsylvania, and was educated at Wilb&yforcefr 
University and the City College of New York# ^ >v 




Rustin is reported to be an ardent pacifi*l£ and* 
has been affiliated with a number of pacifist-type < 5 ? 

♦ . j _ _ v j i * a i j • _ _ a 


) uni 


organizations. He has delivered lectures at varioi|J ^ 
Iversities and pacifist meetings throughout the * 

, United States and in India. He nas been active in numerous 
picket lines and demonstrations and other agitation against 
military conscription and racial segregation# lie has been 
arrested on several occasions for activities in the above 
connection. In 1952 he became Executive Secretary of the 
War Resisters League, an international pacifist organization 
and has worked for tnis organization to the present time. 

On February 2, 1949, the American Consul General, 
Bombay, India, reported to the Department of State concerning 
unfavorable impressions made by Rustin during a six -week 
lecture tour during December, 1948, and January, 1949. It 
was noted that Rustin spoke very unfavorably ana in an 
inflammatory manner regarding racial conditions in the 
United States, with his public appearances and statements 
being highlighted and given an anti-American slanting in the 
Indian pres*. y 00 . , Q 70~ \'}Q 

Rustin was investigated by this Bureau for Selective 
Service violation in 1943 ana >1944, when he refused to comply 
with the provision^: on grounds of alleged 
conscientious ots^edtion. During, the course of this investigation 
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Enyurd Austin 



Agents of the New York Office observed Rustin acting as 
Chairman of a oacifist-type meeting in New York City on 
February 12, 1943, during the course of which lie urged 
men in the audience to come out ©n the stage and burn 
their draft cards, Rustin pleaded guilty on February 17, 
19-14, to an indictment charging violation of the -elective 
Service Act of 1940 and was sentenced to three years ’ 
imprisonment on that date. He was conditionally released 
from prison on June 11, 1946, 


In addition to the above arrest and conviction, 
it has been reported that at different times during the 
period 1948 to 1953 Rustin was arrested for such charges 
as disorderly conduct. New York City* violating local bus 
laws in Raleigh. North Carolina; picketing the French 



He reportedly accompanied four American pacifists 
to Africa in late 1959 to protest against hydrogen bomb 
tests by French authorities. He had in April, 1958, 
accompanied a small group of American pacifists to England 
to protest production of nuclear weapons, While this group 
was in England they participated in public demonstrations 
and attempted interviews with high-ranking government officials. 




/ 


Bayard Rustin, described as Chairman of the War 
Resisters League, spoke before a public meeting of the ‘tonroe 
Defense Committee held in New York City on October 5, 1961, 
in which he advocated militant aggressive action by the Negro 
people if there ore no other means to procure equality, 

Rustin stated that there had been a breakdown in law enforcement 
on a national, state, county and local level In the .South and 
that it was not only the right but the duty of Negro people to 
furnish the law enforcement protection themselves, Rustin 
stated that the Negro people should furnish this protection by 
armed force if necessary and by forming their own police force. 



( 


# 


R-.yard Austin 



m: '.! 


He said that this police force would not be recognized as 
such by state authorities but would be a moral police 
force with the right to bear arms, to stop, to question 
and to detain persons even though it was recognized that 
the state would call this kidnaping. These statements 
were made as Rustin believed that his former passive 
resistance had not been sufficient. 

In the above-mentioned article appearing in the 
"Washington Post," Rustin indicated he had joined the 
Young Communist League in 1936, lie claims to have soon 
dropped out of this organization breaking completely with 
it when the Young Communist League accepted racial 
segregation in the Armed Forces after Hitler attacked 
Russia, In addition to the above, according to his own 
admission^ he was a member of the American Student Union 
in 1939 which has been cited as a communist front by the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Rustin has 
stated that he withdrew from this organization in 1940 to 
e ibrace the Quaker religion. 



NOTE: See memo Bland to Sullivan dated 8/12/63 re 

"Martin Luther King, Jr,," TDR:ccm/mea, Classified 
"Confidential" because contains information from 
confidential informants of continuing value, disclosure 
of which would be prejudiial to national defense interests. 
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The Congressional Record 


Pages A4331-A43G2. Congressman Williams, (D) Mississippi, 
extended his remarks concerning Communist influence on the civil rights 
movements. He included two articles from the Jackson (Mississippi) Clarion 
Ledger of July 26, 1063, entitled "RFK Cays Mixers Not Communists” and 
"Martin Luther Admits Link Between SCLC, Former Red. ” It is stated in 
the first article "Kennedy also wrote Senator A. S. (Mike) Monroney, Democrat 
of Oklahoma, that Communist efforts to infiltrate integration groups have been 
'remarkably unsuccessful. * - - - The Senator wrote FBI Director J. Edgar 
I'oovcr for his views and the latter turned the letter over to Kennedy. The 
‘ttorney General replied: 'Eased on all available information from the FBI and 
other sources, we have no evidence that any of the top leaders of the major 

civil rights groups are Communists or Communist controlled. *” 

Mr. Williams stated "We have heard much about a 'color blind* Constitution 
lately, and I wonder if Attorney General Kennedy has become so color blind 
that he can not see even a touch of pink in this obviously Red-infiltrated 
movement for Negro equality. ” 
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AUG 19 1963 .^*- 

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record [otU } z-£> y_ 3/^3 was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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July SI, 1963 



Memphis 4, Tennessee 


Dear I 


hi(y 


Your letter of July 26th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, I would like 
to point out Karl Prussion assisted this Bureau by furnishing 
information on subversive activities from November, 1949, 
to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated; however, 
he was not a Special Agent. His personal ventures and his 
opinions and comments are strictly his own and the FBI Is not 
in a position to comment on these in any way whatsoever. 

Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgar Hoover" 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


^71° 


IP 


:h un 
id — 


NOTE: No derogatory information appears in Bufiles concerning Stoner. 
His enclosure was a copv,of the Augis& Courier, which is published 
weekly by Roy V. Harris; It is rabidly segregationalist and has been 
critical of the Bureau. in the past. 
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July -26-63 


Rt. Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington - DC. 

t 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Enclosed is a copy of the Augusta Courier in which a former 
counter spy for the FBI for 22 years, *Mr. Karl Prussic^" stated over a v 

radio interview WRDW Augusta. Ga, that Martin Luthejr King is a member 
of more Communist - Fronts than any Red in U.S. 

Will you please advise me if this statement is correct, \ 

I believe it is. 


In the past two weeks I’ve sent copies of the Augusta Courier, 
May 13th 63 issue to quite a number of Senators, both Democrat and Republican 
and have had nice letters from all of them in reply. 

Several years ago here in Memphis, Senators Jenner and 
Eastland -"Committee were questioning known communists, I never missed 
a single minute of this meeting and sure learned a good deal about how the 
dirty skunks V operate. 


The Attorney General for the State of Kentucky paid his own 
way down here bringing along a written transcript which he read to the committee 
in which he enumerated the great handicaps he faced in dealing with 
communists & criminals due to decisions rendered by the Supreme Court. 


I trust you will favor me with an early reply. 



.Most Respectfully yours. _ 

0 * ' • ■ v 
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lemphis, 4-Tenn / - // kd/) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 

.SAC, ^EW ORLEANS (100-16924) 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION f/( 'ff> f ‘ 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS <■ 

IS - C,' ‘ 



ReBuairtel 7/18/63. 


Oi 


( i ’ 

/ V 

/ 

\! r ; /' y ' Attached for the Bureau are six copies and /for New (J 

A *y York one copy of letterhead memo captioned as above. No 
'j local dissemination has been made, inasmuch as all the 
informa-tion in the attached communication has been or 
yfJ will be disseminated to the Intelligence Agencies locally 
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in the CP, USA, quarterly reports. 
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A pretext telephone call was made on October 27, 
1961, to Jack Odell aka Hunter Pitts Odell, who stated 
that he, Odell, is the Administrator of the New York 
Office of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

317 West 125th Street, New York City, which is headed by 
Martin Luther King, Jr., whose headquarters is in Atlanta, 
Georgia, p 


it 
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In Reply, PUxise Rcjer to 
Pile No. 


UM’u'.D ST ATI'S DEPARTMENT OF j u STICK 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


& 




New Orleans, LouisianaJ 
July 24, 1963 


Title COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

Character 

Reference Memorandum captioned as above, 

dated July 24, 1963, at New Orleans, 
Louisiana 


All sources (except any listed below) whose Identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past* 


Thi* document 
of the FBI a r. d 
your agency. 


contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of th* FBI. It i* the property 
1* loaned to your agency; it and it* content* are not to be distributed outside 



{ 


July 31, 1963 

Ur. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington , D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In our Columbus Evening Dispatch on July 25, 1S63 
Page 17A, Mr. Robert Kennedy says the FBI reports that 
her^Kinj 


Martin Luth< 


ig Jr. i s not H-'j. 


Jj MrTToTioa^ . , A ', /j 

1 Mr, JHmltS : 1 

Mr, 

[ Mr, ^nUfthmn 

Wr,?"Cofir*d 

nku 

Mr. Cal« 

Mr, Roam 

1 Mr, Sullfran 

[ Mr, Tavrt 

Mr. Trott*r_ 

T*I«. 

MIm Holm,. 

Mlu 0«ndy. 


As you already know in the civil rights hearings 
lately, Atr. King has been identified as attending the 
Highlander Folk School which is reportedly used as a 
Communist Training School. * / 


- 


I am enclosing the clipping from our paper because^ 1 
as 1 read the notice, 1 re^cl -where Mr. J. Edger Hoover /\ . 
turned the letter over to'Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Kennedy \J 
replies from his findings that Mr. King is not 8ed, yet 
the headline to my estimation is misleading much to my 
disgust with our newspaper. 

Some people I know just read the deadlines and no 
further which worries me about this certain cese. I hope 
you may be able to clarify this statement. 

Know you are interested in knowing what people are 
reading about the FBI. I personally am interested. Thank 
you for your very wonderful loyalty to our United Stetes 
we hope you continue forever. £7 
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Robert Kennedy 
Says FBI Reports] 
King Is Not Red 

WASHINGTON (UTO— Atty. M0NR0WWU5 A I D t'WTt 

Gen. Robert F. Kennedy m id •»« h « *■««* “'"f 1 **- 

. nesses make statements ccm- ( 
Thursday there la no ctrning lUe ged Communirf 

dence that any top leaders infiltration of the civil rights 
of I he major civil rights j movement he wrote FBI D*>i 


groups are Communists or are 
Communist-controlled. 

Kennedy said Communist 
efforts to infiltrate civil 
rights groups and exploit the 
current racial situation “have 
been remarkably unsuccess- 
ful" despite the "real injus- 
tices that exist and the re- 
senimsnt against them", 
among Negroes. 

KENNEDY MADE th* 
statement in a letter to Sen 
A. S. Mike Monroney] 
D-Okla., a member of thq 
Senate Commerce Committee 
The group If holding hear 




civil rights proposals. 

Monroney read the l *)e| 
to the committee. Charge! 
that Communist influence/ 
were at work In the Negro} 
civil rights movement were/ 
levelled earlier before the 
committee by Govs. Ross R. 
Barnett of Mississippi and 
George C. Wallace of Ala- 
bama. 


rector J. Edgar Hoover to call 
the testimony to his atten 
tion. 

“I asked Mr. Hoover for In- 
formation concerning the al- 
legations as they related _ to 
the Rev. Martin Luther King 
and other leaders of civill 
rights organizations, includ-f 
ing the National Association} 
for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People and the Congress 
of Racial Equality,” Mon- 
roney said, 

HOOVER TURNED the let- 
ter over to Kennedy, who re- 
plied: 

Based on all available til- 


ings on the administration’* formation from the FBI and 


other aources, we have no 
evidence that any of the top 
leaders of the major rivjl 
rights groups are Conumr- 
niat-controlled. This is true 
as to Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. about whom ^particular 


accusations" were made, 
well as other leaders. 

"It is natural and inevtt-' 
able that "Communists 
made efforts to Infiltrate the j 
civil rights groups and to (u 
ploit the current racial sltol 
ation. In view of the real (m 
justices that exist and thttj 
resentment a g a 1 8 sT then* 
these efforts have been m 
ja orkafrl ^ 

EN CLUbU iU2< y . 
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^ ^ - / O Sr & 70^ ns 

REC- to 



Dear 



} 

August 7, 1663 


Tour letter postmarked July 31, 1963, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for your comment Shout the 
work of the FBI. 


Although I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confiden- 



tial in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice 
and is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to 
help you. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HooveC 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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TRUE COPY 



Mr. J Edgar Hoover; 
Director of F. B. L 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Would you please send me some information 

on Martin LutheVKing, concerning his communist affiliation? 

— “ "* 

Thanking you for your wonderful service to 
Our Country, I am Yours truly 
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A‘ The Attorney General 

$&. 


5 

f-i *j 


I 1- Mr. Belmont Aasust 2 » l96 \ 


1- Mr. Mohr 


4k, p » IV 

irector. FBI A ' 1- Mr* DeLoach 

1 ^ Mi* Puono 


l/>» * 


$ W/ i- s: sinlvs^L 

^#1/ MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 1- Mr. Bland 

SECURITY MATTER - C 1- Mr. Forsyth ? 

# 7'XO' RACIAL MAHERS .«• ' >< • 

A/ ‘'-\f x 

*' s . • ' /A r . Gi - 


<&o £<-Jb 
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G.fTOY - ■ 

Reference is made to my letter dated July 17. 

h 4 /vn /-*>! fl I> a ^ ^ r* _ _ . . . « a » I 


/V ' : Reference is made to ngr letter dated July 17. 

■ A* From Senator Monroney Concerning 

vurrciit Racial Agitation#* 


* Wn 


t si\ 


*j i Information was contained in referenced communicate j» x 
tion to the effect that while Stanley David Levison. a t ff 
secret, member of the Comoonist Partv and a r 1 Q3 P flfi«nrUfm -Z I I 

stA1 * retains his strong coaaaniie i ^ 
Convictions and still acts as an effective Party advisor > N^r* 

° f thC Pmy ’ S role in ®s SN 

2i 

c 


r.j t 

S « 2^ 



lettcr is classified *^p"Secret* in View 
^Wis^tive position of our source. o 
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i o _ r f § f. _ ■ 

Mr. J. Walter Year lev c ' *cj '• 
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. to 


'1" Mr. J. Walter Year ley c ' *tJ ''' . / 
^ ,A s *lstant Attorney General 1 V V_^ 

^SEE NOTE PAGE 2 S^fET 

TDR/»ea:pag I group' is 

-,pteT U3) 'V Excluded from automat! 

. *“ . a 4 HP "1 IHnwnnftAAlMiu 


C/ 


TELETYPE UNIT I 


( downgrading and 
declassification 


T • L. 

!>,■(.•■ 

e^\V 7 
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"7.'.^' ptriE&ft 

Tor approve 
r - U 


The Attorney General 


flats.; 


Classified ".JfLsecret* as the disclosure of this 
information could result in exposure of a highly confidential 
source which could result in exceptionally great damage to 
the Nation. 
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to :Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

^jrom :Mr, J, F. Bland/i^ 

1 ^ ( ^P 

subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




DATE CF Rf/ILsV FOR I O/ 

DECLASSIFICATION- --- 

in Secret' j u iy 


To Ison .... 
Belmont _ 
Mohr . . 

Cos£#t _ 
C i>! o h on 


July 17, 1963 


1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr.Mohr 
1-Mr.DeLoach 
v-^3 1-Mr. Evans O.y 
1-Mr. Sul li van/ y 
1-Mr. Rosen 
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July 17, 1963 
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King is a well-known Southern Negro leader, who is 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) and is copastor with his father of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Atlanta. Georgia./ He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, 
on January 15, l929j / King received an AB degree from Morehouse 
College in 1948: a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Crozer 
Theological Seminary in 1951; and a Doctor of Philos<pby degree 
from Boston University in 1955. He has received n umerous 

honorary degrees from Northern and Negro colleges. / KingX 

became nationally prominent during 1955 and 1956 when he 
organized a protest that ended bus segregation in Montgomery, 
Alabama. He was selected one of ten outstanding personalities 
in 1956 by "Time" magazine. As a result of his activities in 
racial matters, he has been arrested on numerous occasions by 
local officials and charged with misdemeanors. Throughout his ■ 
efforts in the racial field, he has stressed nonviolent action ■ 
in all integration efforts./ /-.*>- 

V b <) 



Beniamin Jefferson Davis, Jr., member of the National 
Committee of the CP has made the statement that "We want to get 
behind and support people like Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr^- 

ggjjBPMtfnwrrto ' c,. > 


g M>R8 



/ 00 ./ 06&70 

ENCLOSURE 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 


.) 



During June, 1962, King t in a conversation with 
Levison, indicated that he was desirous of getting another 
administrative assistant. Levison recommended Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell for the job. King stated he liked the suggestion and 
said "No matter what a man was, if he can stand up now and say 
he is not connected then as far as I am concerned he is eligible 
to work for me." On November 2, 1962, as a result of a newspaper 
article identifying O'Dell as a communist. King announced that 
O'Dell had resigned from the SCLC and that his resignation had 
been accepted pending further inquiry and clarification. To 
date O'Dell continues to associate with King, O'Dell, under the 
pseudonym Cornelius James, was elected to the National Committee 
of the CP in December, 1959. £ 
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Mr. Hoover received your letter of July 27th, with 
enclosure, and asked me to advise you that he was unable to 
comment as you requested. 

Information in the files of the FBI must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. Also, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of the 
federal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations nor 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. 

Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy cf 

Secretary 


VAILED 8 

^ - :'33 

C9MV-FBI 




Holmes 


Gandy 


NOTE: Bufiles indicate that correspondent wrote in October, 1962, 
concerning communist infiltration of the churches. Her letter was 
acknowledged by the Director 10-9-62 and she was sent reprint material. 
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My dear Mr Hoover, — 



Miami Fla 
July 27th 63 

A ■' 


Is the enclosed a factual quote ? I had read 
that Dr King was a member of many front organizations ---Please 
set me straight — and thanks 


With Kind regards 
I am 

Yours truly 





Address per envelope: 
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Friday, July 26, 196!? THE MIAMI HERALD 25-A 


Rights Leaders 4 Not Red,’ FBI Says 




WASHINGTON — ("PI) — 
Attorney Genera] Robert F. 
Kennedy notified Congress 
Thursday that an FBI check 
has shown no evidence that any 
of the leaders of the major 
civil rights movements are 
Communists or Communist- 
controlled. 

Kennedy also wrote Sen 
A. S. (Mike) Monroney, (D. t 
Okla.), that Communist efforts 
to infiltrate Integration groups 
have been "remarkably unsuc’ 
cessful” 

Moi» rone V 1" a member of 
the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee which recently heard 
Rosa Barnfett of Mia- 




tlaslppl and George C. Wal- ers of the major civil rights 
lace of Alabama charge that groups are Communists, or 
Communlit lnfliiM»ee» w « r e Communist-controllod. Th is is 
back of much of the Negro j . ~ v , . T /.7~ " 

. . true as to Dr. Marlin Lutncr 

civil right* protest activity. - — , ■ 

,King Jr., about whom particu- 

The senator wrote FBI Di-jj^p accusations were made, as 
rector J. Edgar Hoover for well as other leaders " 
views and Ihe latter turned thej Barnett in his appearance 

letter over to Kennedy, Ibefore the Senate Committee 

The attorney general re- offered a photograph showing 
plied: "Based on ail available King at ft school which the 

information from the FBI and l Kovernor said was Communist- 

other sources, w>e have no evi-| dominated. 

Kennedy also wrote: "It is 


dence that any nf the. 


natural and inevitable that 
I Communists have made efforts; 
to infiltrate the civil rights 
groups and to exploit the cur- j 
rent racial situation Ii view of 
ihe real mj us tics that exist and 
Hie resentment againr.i them, 
jthese efforts have been rt-| 
mnrkabiy unsuccessful " 
Monroney said he inquired 
about the leadership of the 
National Association /or the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple tNAACP) and the Con- 
gress of Racial Equality 


(CORE) — the two groups 
w'hich have been in the fore- 
front of the integration fight 


Cold War Heroes 
May Get Medal 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Cold War heroes will be eligi- 
ble for the nation's top mili- 
tary decoration - the Medal 
of Honor — under a bill Presi- 
dent Kennedy signed into law 
Thursday. 
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Memorandum 
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to : 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

^7 OM : 
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SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) (C) 
0 

\ subject: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM-C 


(00: Atlanta) 


Re Atlanta report of 


date: 7/31/63 



b 7 CO 

dated 


5/3/63 and New York report of SA 
dated 7/22/63. 

No further action apparently needed at this time. 
This case is being closed, and annual rqport will be submitted 
since subject is on the RI-A. 
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July 24, 1963 
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Your letter of July 15th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry concerning 
Dr.. Martin Luther King and the various groups you named, 
the FBI, being an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment, neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. In addition, information contained in our files 
must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of 
the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 
I am confident you will understand my position. 

I am enclosing a copy of the publication, "The 
FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights, " which I hope you will 
find of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

I- Edgar Hoovac 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Altadena 
Calif ornia 


July 15, 1963 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Constitution L 10th st., NW 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am very interested in the current civil rights 
dispute. I have heard it charged that Martin Luther 
K ing is a "Cflmmunist" and "Communist fronter." Do 
yocTnave any evideSce of Communist activity or infil- 
tration in the Southern Christion Leadership Council, 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the 
Congress of Racial Equality, the National Urban League, 
or the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People? 

I would appreciate any iiterature on the subject. 

Thank you very much. 
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Mr. Tolson.i^kr 
Mr. Belmont''*—— 

Mr. Mr.hr 

Mr. Crimper 

Mr. CnllnV.nn s 
Mr. Coiji adykL_ 
Mr. U^y liMi 

Mr. Sul’.iv 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Ti otter- 

Tcle. Room 

Miss Holmes, 

Miss Gandy- 



Dear Mr. Director: 

I am enclosing a leaflet which was included in the official 
hearing record on S. 1732, the Administration's Public Accommo- 
dations Civil Rights bill. It was submitted by the Governor 
of Mississippi, Ross Barnett, as part of his statement to demon- 
strate that the recent racial demonstrations in the South and 
elsewhere are inspired and organized by communists. 

Could you at the earliest possible time advise me of the 
authenticity of the picture, the status of the organization 
printing it (the Georgia Commission on Education), the nature 
and character of the Highlander Folk School of Monteagle, Term., 
as well as any other facts that might be pertinent in evaluat- 
ing the implications of the material. 

I A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the 
[record would be very helpful. My thanks in advance. 




Personal regards. 
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Sincerely your 


WARREN G. MAGNU; 
Chairman 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of. Justice 
Washington 25, D. -C. 
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By letter dated 7/16/63, Sen&to^agpuson enclosed a leaflet ’■/ 
containing the photograph o f , liar 1 1 n . Lufehag^iasL^nd others at what uas' ^ S'~ 
acscrioed as a Ccmur. 1st Training School. 11 Senator Hagnuscn requested 
anromaticn concerning the authenticity of the photograph, information 
as to the Highlander Folic School where the ohotcgraoh was allegedly talcen. 


status of the ^Georgia Commission on Education which orinted 
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By letter dated 7/15/53, with 
requested information regarding 
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similar enclosure. Congressman 
aid the school. U 


-t is relieved mat these requests, which are similar in nature 
to the previous request of Senator Konroney, should be handled in the sane 


manner ey revising tne correspondents that because of Departmental oolicy 
rneir requests are being forwarded to the Department for its consideration. 
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sun/er save pursuant to Executive Order 10450. He is also known in the 
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^-vuJ7Z.'CxvdS • u! 


.ad 

one cc^y each < 

» 0 

T73 

are 

also fu: 

on 

to 

the 

data pm 


in 

the 

Ldrecto: 



. _ 


- ■ • - 

- ' 

- • « 



teina 


- or a t e_. acrsruni cation, the attorney General 

correspondents 1 letters, enclosures, and our 
also furnishing pertinent information and calling 
attention to the data previously submitted to him regarding this natter 
contained in the Director’s letter to the attorney General dated 7/16/63. U 

. . / 1 ~ 


§ r 

§ V 


\ 




r <*V _ 

-uL v-5 ^ss; 


tna enclosed letters ijZ feerTt to Senator Magnuson £_nd 

'D ■“ S — wil C^il elap^ / . 




< - — j 






% * l > 





i 


'0 

> i iOn 


l NT! TI) .VI A l KS (.O’ i<NMKNT 

Memorandum 




it ) 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

rr'^AVAV 

s' 



1 j«)\l 

Mr. F. J. Eauragardn-ar 



7 - f k 

SI 'll J I. CM : 

■wnm 1 1 1 ■■!.! i— ii 




1— Mr. Belmont 
* h-^r . Mohr 








1-Mr. DeLoach 
1-Mr. Sullivan .. 
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Reference is made to memorandum of Mr. DeLoach to 
Mr. Mohr dated July 15, 1963, concerning the telephone call of • , ,g • ; 
Mr. Herbert Hoffman of the Deputy Attorney General’s Office. ’ ' V V 7 . 
Ho fir an told Inspector R. E. Mick that Governor Wallace of Alabama M. 
appeared before the Senate Commerce Committee on July 15, 1963, f\ * 

and read an item from the "Augusta Courier." The article quotes 1 I 
j ~srl Prussion as stating he v/as for 22 years a counterspy for the M/ 

1 J.-3I and "Chat Jlartin^ lather King belonged to more communist 
i organizations than any other nan in the country, (u ') 


o<- 



Prussion was interviewed by our San Diego Office on 
H {-July 15, 1S63, and he stated that as late as May, 1963, he had 
i t publicly described King as having been associated with more 
; ) communists and left-wing causes than most communists but that he • 
j ; was misquoted when he was accused of saying King had belonged to $ p; - 
| i more communist fronts than anyone in the United States. Prussion 
•\ said that he has commented in his speeches about King’s affiliation 
* | with communist fronts and causes and all his materia.1 has come 
iacr. Government documents, such as reports of the House Committee 
( ,ca Un-American Activities, the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
M’t-'-d state legislative committees. Prussion said he does not know 
; --tag to be a communist or member of the Communist Party and has 
jo-ver so identified King in any of his speeches. He said he 
.‘did know the Communist Party was pleased with some of King’s r 
.‘.activities and he believed that some of King’s activities and 
: programs fitted in with the objectives of the Communist Party. The 
i .aiove information was furnished by Inspector Wick %o Mr, Hoffman 
on July 16, 1963 •Wrtf. - a . 





NOT ttProRDEW 
1» V8M ^1963 ? 






\ 

\ <■ 

‘ > 

•X 

1 

■ i 

>-4 

H 

ca 


o 



Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
R2: KARL PRUSSION (LJ 



1. A detailed memorandum concerning King*s subversive 
activities is being prepared for the Directors information, fjy j 


2. For approval, there is attached an appropriate memorandum 
to the Attorney General with copies for the Deputy Attorney General 
and Assistant Attorney General Marshall confirming the information 
furnished orally by Inspector Y/ick to Hr. Herbert Hoffman. 
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During the testimony of Governor Barnett of Mississippi, 
he referred to a photograph of Martin Luther King at what was 
described as a "Communist Training School.” This photograph 
showed King and some other persons identified on the sheet as 
communists at a school in Tennessee. A review of this photograph 
by the Bureau determined it undoubtedly was a flier which consists 
of a picture of a group of individuals seated in an auditorium, 
one of which was Martin Luther King, and related to a 1957 Labor 
Day week end seminar at the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, 
Tennessee, which was attended by King. 

At approximately 9:20 a.m. this morning, Assistant Attorney 
General Burke Marshall telephonically contacted my office from the 
Attorney General’s Office and referred to the photograph of 
Martin Luther King mentioned above. According to Marshall, three 
individuals identified on the photograph with King are ”1. Abner W. 
Berry, described asj being with the Central Co^ittee of the Communist 
Party, 2. Aubrey- Williams, described as Dr^sident of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, and 3. Miles/fiorton, described as 
[.Director of the Highlander Folk School.” 

Mr. Marshall advised that the Attorney General would like 
to have fgrpished to him as soon as possible .this morning a brief . 
squib on each of the three persons mentioned above. The Attorney . \r\ 

General is to leave for testimony before the Interstate Commerce Arp 

Committee at around 10:15 and would like to have this material by 
that time.' ’ fcEC-10 
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